
Farooq Romps Back 
to Power 

Overplays Rajiv Card 

Adopts Unfair Tactics Against 
Muslim Front 

From Baljil Malik in the Kashmir Valley 

''In* recentlv iimcluili-il 



A Potty For The Prime Minister 


Security men carry a commode tor Rajiv Gandhi at the Shci-i-Kashmir Park, Srinagar. 

Rajiv And Party Humbled 
At The Hustings 

Congress ! Reduced To Regional Party Status 

By Parth S Baneqee with D Parashar In Delhi 

Calcutta: "Let's send a congratulatory telegram to Rajiv 
Gandhi," chuckled one exultant West Bengal CPI-M leader. 

“It’s he who helped us win. Everytime he came down here, 
he only managed to weaken the Congress-I’s support base 
with his false promises Assault the red bastion, indeed! 

Instead, at Delhi's Red Fort, we will soon be Hying the red 
flag. On that perhaps slightly over optimistic note, he picked 
up the phone to call the paity office at Trivandrum where the 
electorate, rejecting Rajiv Gandhi's United Democratic From 
(UDF), had just hoisted the red flag. 


. Cm lily elections in Jammu 
and Kashmir were unique in 
mom wavs Ilian one For the lirsi 
time the National ( onferenec 
which has until non been tin* 
party must representative ol the 
Kashmiri identity went inlo the 
election Iray as a partner of the 
Congress- 1 li would seem that as 
a ifsull of the \C Cong.-I 
alliance, the press loo lor the first 
ttftW WtetYileO (nun distorting 
the political atmosphere in tin* 
State atleast in comparison to its 
vicious role in the 83 elections. 
In 83 most newspapers and 
news agencies operating Imm 
Srinagar had painted a picture ol 
blood and thunder in the val- 
ley. It was claimed dial the 
National Conference was on an 
anti-national rampage and also 
• •* lu comnuinalise die social 
, political atmosphere No- 
thing ol die kind was in lari hap- 
pening in tile state except that 
die Congress-1 was determined 
In create mischief in order to 
keen die pul boiling in Kashmir 
and thus rule die Kashmiris In 
proxy for the rulers in Delhi 
Belnre forging ahead with the 
accord and alliance with New 
Delhi and the ruling party at the 
Centre, a strategy which has 
brought the National Conference 
back in the political saddle Dr 
Farooq Abdullah was fearful dial 
the elections could turn out in lie 
the bloodiest in Kashmirs Ins 
lory And this was something he 
simply did not want to see he 
told vour correspondent in his 
mother s Safdarjang lame house 
in New Delhi in November 8H 
The primary, reason for the 
alliance, in Dr. Abdullah s mind 
could well have been die need lo 
neutralise New Delhi s mischief- 


making propensity via its pro- 
teges in the valley This s could lie 
considered as a charitable inlcr- 
pivtalion for the rationale 
behind the accord and alliance 
though there are many in the val- 
ley. across all pally political 
groups and larliuits. who see Ihc 
new Srinagar-New Delhi equa- 
tion either as a sell-out to the 
Cenire or a quirk way lot Farooq 
to gef hack v>C\ tU- .'ivwn > seat 

A Day With Farooq Abdullah 

During the campaign leading 
in die elections on 23 April I 
spent live days in the valley On 
one ol the days I .iceompanietl 
l amtiq Abdullah on a day-long 
campaign run in a Westland 
helicopter hired by the parly 
from the newly established 
Helicopter Corporation at India 
As w e look nil and landed mure 
Ilian hall a ilo/en times in a span 
ol ten hours, the inherent 
iiiequalities in elciiionecring 
became all too ap|iarent No 
other leaders ol any other party 
hail access or the resources to 
hire a living bird with which to 
roach out to the people The 
question is Wlri NOT! Why 
should not the available resour- 
ces lie apportiunei. out more 
equally In the contending par 
ties' ()i bctlei still he denied 
them without tear or favour? 

At our first slop Doru. near the 
Banihal in the cradle ol the fit 
panjal mountains the lack ol pol- 
itical subtlety in the Farouq-N.C 
campaign straiegv came visibly 
into the open One ol the pas- 
sangers in the Westland was the 
new state Congress duel t.liu 
lam asool bar. who was given 
unnecessaiy prominence on 

Continued on page 75. col 7 


I he CPI-M could he excused 
its over optimism After securing 
a surprise absolute majority in 
Kerala in what was lulled as a 
veiy dose contest, the Marxists 
virtually dn iiuated the 
Congress- 1 in West Bengal. \s 
the Communist triumph 
became evident in the two 
stales on Tuesday and Wednes- 
day, there wen* unprecedented 
scenes of celebration. Calcutta. 
Calicut and ( odiin reverberated 
with the sound of bursting 
crackers Joyous rallies took to 
the streets, sprinkling go/a/ on 
each other and passers-by Pro- 
cessions of red llag waving 
cycles and scooters blocked 
street traffic 

Meanwhile in Delhi al die 
Congress- 1 central office gloom 
bail descended There were 
expressions of disbelief ol 
dejection. On Tuesday, only two 
of AiCC-l general secretaries. 


Navval Kishore Sitarma and K I 
Bhatia. were present in the 
office. Boili tried to pul on a 
brave face All the results area t 
out vet Sitarma told reporters 
lets see wiiat finally 
happens Hliatia who is in 
charge ol West Bengal affairs 
and had jnsl returned the other 
day ti out i uli uttj smiled when 
newsmen askeil him about the 
Congress I s dismal perfor- 
mance I expert better results 
tomorrow he smiled Wail 
and see 

If anything the results un the 
sci mid dav Irum Bengal were 
still worse Most of Bin t aim I la 
city tallies had hcoti out on 
I uesdav and ii was onlv here 
that the ( oiigiess-l had done 
well Wednesday s results were 
principally from the rural con- 
stituencies, constituencies that 
Kajiv (.aiidhi with his bam- 
stonning campaign had tried to 


wean over from Communist 
influence, and had miserably 
tailed It is unbelievable. I just 
can l figure out anything. How 
could it happen?' puzzled an 
incredulous Priya Ranjan Das 
Munshi Union Minister of State 
for Commerce and West Bengal 
Congress-1 chief. Sitting al the 
F.lgm Road Congress-1 election 
office in central Calcutta, Das 
Munshi was a portrait of a dis- 
consolate defeated chieftain 
Why' Why did we do so 
badly? , he kepi asking, as news 
of further Congress-! setbacks 
reached the office. 

Funeral Mood 

In the next room, Union 
Information Minister Ajit Panja 
still had dial disarming smile 
on his face. Behind his desk, on 
the wall. Rajiv Gandhi s slogan: 
"This sense of hopelessness has 
to he ended, a natun Inewl Ben- 
gal has to be built ", stared from 
a poster. The sense of hope- 
lessness liadnovv descended 
there in that office while there 
was jubilation all around in the 
streets Das Munshi had already 
begun hinting at resigning his 
paiiy post, the mood at the 
Elgin Road office was luneraJ 

Continued on page 2. coll 
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Rajiv And Party Humbled 
At The Hustings 


Continued from page 1, col 5 

Away in Trivandrum, Chief 
Minister K Karunakaran had 
already submitted the resigna- 
tion of his UDF cabinet. Con- 
trary to expectations, E K Naya- 
nar, the former chief minister, 
was again voted to head the 
Left Democratic Front legislative 
party and thereby succeeded 
Karunakaran. It was widely 
believed before the results were 
out that Mrs K R Gowri would 
be chief minister if the LDF was 
voted to power. 

If the West Bengal Left Front's 
unexpectedly large victory mar- 
gin was a result of the 
Congress -Is debacle in the rural 
areas. LDF in Kerala could 
storm back to power thanks to 
the inroads it made in the 
southern districts which were 
UDF strongholds. Twelve of the 
14 vital Emakulam district con- 
stituencies returned LDF candi- 
dates while results for the Left 
alliance wen equally good from 
Quilon and Trivandrum dis- 
tricts. In Trivandrum, UDF 
could manage to hang on to 
just one of the 13 seats of the 
district. In Quilon, the Front 
suffered a major blow with the 
crushing defeat of the Kerala 
Congress-1 President, C V Pad- 
marajan. In this district too, 
UDF could manage to win just 
one of the 12 seats. 

Karunakaran’* Communal 
Politics 

Analysts see UDF's losses in 
the southern districts as a 
reflection of public disen- 
chantment with the overtly 
communal politics that karu- 
nakaran had resorted to. The 
alliance, during the 58 months 
it was in power, was often on 
the verge of collapse because of 
infighting and the 70-year old 
chief minister had to make sev- 
eral compromises to appease 
constituent parties — Muslim 
League, Kerala Congress I two 
factions, both Christian backedl, 
the National Democratic Party 
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(mostly Nairsi and the Socialist 
Republic Party lEzhava backedl. 

LDF, which too had in the 
past resorted to communal 
appeasement, had resolved 
before the elections not to align 
any longer with communal par- 
ties, even if that meant defeat. 
CPI-M leader E M S Namboodi- 
ripad saw to it 'that CPI-M and 
the other Front allies stuck to 
that resolution, and the electo- 
rate apparently welcomed the 
bold stand. This, despite a not 
particularly bad performance by 
the UDF government. As one 
visiting Calcutta correspondent, 
The Statesman's Swapan Das- 
gupta, wrote: "If Mr Jvoti Basu 
had been able to account for 
even a quarter of the Kerala 
government's performance, 
Marxist rule in West Bengal 
would have been assured till 
the next century." Obviously, 
the electorate cannot be satis- 
fied with only developmental 
programmes: it also needs to be 
assured that the government 
has a certain integrity and is 
not corrupt. 

The electorate also is not 
taken in by helicopler-hopping 
prime ministers who address 
large gatherings in an alien lan- 
guage. Rajiv Gandhi had staked 
his personal prestige on the 
March 23 Assembly poll: He had 
taken it up as a challenge. In 
Bengal, he was determined to 
give a tough fight to Jvoti Basu's 
Left Front. Right front thft 
beginning of his political career, 
the CPI-M in Bengal had elicited 
the most strident diatribes from 
him. He had ridiculed the 
"doddering old ministers of 
BBsu s cabinet and described 
the Front government as the 
most inefficient in the country. 

Myth of Rajiv Hawa 

This lime, encouraged by the 
success of his tours in West 
Bengal, he decided lo stake all 
in the election. No prime minis- 
ter had ever campaigned for a 
state poll to the extent that 
Rajiv Gandhi did in West Ben- 
gal. And he drew vast crowds. 
By the beginning of last week, 
there was already talk of a Rajiv 
hawa (wave). The press at first 
speculated that Congress-1 
would win 75 of the state's 294 
seats (in 1982, the party had 
secured just 54 seats), then 85, 
finally over 100. Some reports 
also suggested that the Left 
Front could well be toppled 
and bets worth thousands of 
rupees were placed on such an 
eventuality. 

What went wrong? Was the 
talk of Rajiv hawa a myth? 
Maybe not in Calcutta city, but 
certainly in the rest of the state. 
As an analyst put it. "All that 
Rajiv's visit did was to unite the 
warring Congress-1 factions, 
instill confidence in party' rank 
and file and perhaps influence 
some city voters who read in 
the newspapers, the Prime Min- 
isters statements at the rural 
rallies.' Said one Congress-I 
MLA: "Fifteen minutes of Rajiv 
darshan cannot change the 
peasant's political convictions." 
And the peasant's political con- 
victions have been shaped 
through years of periodic group 
meetings in village squares by 
diligent CPI-M cadres. Much of 


what is said in the meetings is 
of course pure propaganda lone 
villager in Jyoti Basu's Salgachia 
constituency for instance, told 
this correspondent that Rajiv 
Gandhi's government is plan- 
ning to close down all schools 
and instead open model 
schools where only the -DM s 
sons would study) but it is a 
persistent, untiring effort and 
certainly much more fruitful 
than the Prime Minister's 
whistle-stop tour. 

Buttles Ahead 

If the Congress-I really wishes 
to topple the Left Front 
government in West Bengal, it 
must first build itself a grassroot 
organization, an organization 
that can counter the CPI-M in 
the villages. Rajiv Gandhi admit- 
ted as much while addressing a 
meeting of the Congress ! parli- 
amentaiy party on Wednesday. 
In a five-page speech, he 
warned MPs of the "battles 
ahead" and in obvious reference 
to Opposition moves to launch 
an offensive against his minis- 
tiy, he said: This is the time for 
solidarity in the party. The com- 
ing weeks in parliament will 
test us." 

On Wednesday, representa- 
tives of 10 Opposition parties 
had decided to table a no- 
confidence motion against the 
27-month old Rajiv Gandhi min- 
istry The Opposition statement 
nifjrized the Prime Ministers 
style ol functioning dllitll llilf! 
contributed lo an 
"all-round deterioration in var- 
ious spheres of national life." 
Mention was made of the Lok 
Sabha speaker's decision not to 
allow discussions on the 
President-Prime Minister differ- 
ences following the leak of a let- 
ter purported to be written by 
Giani Zail Singh to Rajiv Gandhi. 

The implications of the 
Congress -I s reverses in Kerala 
and West Bengal are obvious. 
The once confident Rajiv 
Gandhi, w'ho still enjoys a vast 
majority in Parliament, faces an 
uncertain future. The Congress-I 
is already being described as a 
regional party that has influ- 
ence only in the Hindi belt and 
western India, and trends there 
are also not particularly encou- 
raging While the party won all 
the three Lok Sabha by- 
elections, it suffered' a major 
setback in the Hindi heartland 
bv losing the UP Assembly con- 
stituency Kashipur to Akbar 
Dumpy Ahmed of Maneka 
Gandhis Rashtriya Sanjay 
Manch. The only heartening 
March 23 result for the Prime 
Minister was the convincing 
National Conference (Farooql — 
Congress-I alliance victory in 
Jammu &. Kashmir. And it cer- 
tainly was not a phoney vic- 
tory ’ as some Opposition lead- 
ers described it, because in the 
Jammu region, the alliance 
really meant the Congress-1. 
.And the Congress-1 convincingly 
defeated the BJP there, almost 
as convincingly as the National 
Conference vanquished the 
fundament ilisl Muslim United 
Front. If the LDF triumph in 
Kerala was a victory against 
communal politics, so was the 
lammu &. Kashmir result. 
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Subramania Bharati On 
Guru Govind 


Prema Nandakumar 
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Vikram: seventeen BRy-six Standing there like Bash of 


In Anandpur lived 
Guru Govind Singh 
nectar of the brave 
teacher, Inrd of Hosts 
warrior-source of Punjab's lions 
ocean of knowledge, melodious 
poet, 

magic-craftsman whose sword 
could stay the falling heavens, 
Princely saviour of the world! 

On that blest day when 
orchards in fruition 
gardens of smiling Bowers 
and tracts of green sward 
chirped as if to bid welcome 
May your coming hither 
prove a uspicious ! 
his disciples came together 
to hear the Guru of growing 
fame 

1 What will he say? 

What new message? 

What fresh duty will be imposed 
to sweeten our lives 
seven times seven? " 

Thus thinking shining like gods, 
eager they stood before their 

fM 

u 

Suddenly on the royal platform 
Stood a Bgure, luminous 
in youth, strength and 
splendour. 

His eyes blew (Urine Same. 

A halo helmeted his head. 

In his upraised arm, a sharp 
sword 

belching fire, terrible to behold. 
Like a horde of lions 
immobilised 

before a magician from above , 4 
seeing him, the numberless men 
fell silent, and Ixnved their 
heads. 

Heralded by the Bashing sword, 
the Son of God opened his lips 
to unveil his inmost thoughts, 
and volcanic the words erupted: 

"I wish to plunge this sword 
Into the heart of man: 

Dharma thirsts for sacrificial 
blood. 

Devotees! who amongst you 
dares 

to bare his heart and spill red 
blood 

and slake the Mother's thirst?” 
Shaken for a moment , the 
disciples 

had no words on their tongues. 
A moment of total silence. 

Then from amongst those 
assembled 

a hero issued out and said: 

Gem of Gurus! I shall die by 
sword 

to quench Dharma s thirst 
Thy blessing! Accept my 
offering!' 

The saintly Guru smiled, and 
took him into the temple, and 
out of it presently Bowed 
a stream of blood seen by all. 
Look! the Guru comes out 
smiling 

haring made the sacrifice. 


lightning 

holding the blood-stained sword 
the great Guru spoke these 
words: 

"I wish to plunge this blade 
again 

into a Bring heart. The Mother 
wants 

another sacrifice. Devotees! 

Is there one more among you 
who d slake 

Kali s thirst with blood T 

A second hero advanced to meet 
the challenge. Taking him 
inside, 

the Guru made the sacrifice. 

As the blood Bowed, the peof. ' 
shivered. 

And thus the Guru gave his calls 
and totalled sacriBces five. 

Ill 

Men do not rise to greatness 
through reasoned knowledge 
alone: 

the truly great' are those 
that bam their breats 
to the blade s thirst and die: 
they've found the Ultimate. 

Fnim a million devotees 
From a million detvtet blessed 
twas to pick out these blessed 
few 

that the Guru, Loid of Grace, 
had devised this slrategem. 
Flushed in exultation at 
countless 

others Bke those five 
ready still for sacriBce, 
the Guru led out of the temple 
the five warrior gems ) 

who the faithful thought were m 
heaven 

having died in sacriBcial 
blood-bath 

They raised a lusty shout 
and gazed at the five again and 
again. 

Hail! the crest-jewel Guru! 

Hail! the splendid Bon-heart! 

That avatar of Grace smiled 
Bke the Baming sun, 
embraced and blessed those 
five, 

and spoke words Bke ocean 's 
roar: 

Dear ones! know you not 
Kali amd Mother India are one! 
twas an Ulusion caused you 
fright 

when I went in to sacriBce the 
five. 

Would l kiU one of you with my 
own hands? 

Five times I hid the dear ones 
to mount this fearful test and 
know 

that you are patriots pure of 
heart. 

Look, the five slain are here! 
This test has blazed your glory. 
My heart is light, gone my 
worries!" 


From: Poems of Subramania 
Bharati, Introduction and Notes 
by Prema Nandakumar, Sahltya 
Akademi 


2 20 March-4 April 1987 
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Dialogue With Youth Is Priority Says 

Akal Takht Jathedar 


From Harji Malik In Chandigarh 



Darshan Singh Ragi' establishing contact with all lighting groups 


R agi Darshan Singh's 
wife greeted ine at (he 
door of the small, 
stone farmhouse he has built 
about 10 km from Chandi- 
garh. Just inside the house a 
child's red bicycle stood in a 
basket of onions, and in the 
living room where I waited 
for the Akal Takht Jathedar, a 
large while teddy bear, 
slightly bigger than its rosy- 
faced owner, the llagi's 
grandson, stared at me from 
an armchair! A painting of 
Guru Gobind Singh hung on 
one wall, along with an 
embroidered portrait of the 
tenth Guru, while another 
painting of the* Guru in action 
— in battle, sword in hand, 
falcon on shoulder — hung 
above a large model of the- 
Golden Temple. 

A smiling Jathedar. in cream- 
coloured, silk pajama kuna and 
gold embroidered /not/ turban 
and kirpan on a blank band 
icame in and welcomed us. Soft- 
spoken in conversation, his face 
alive and interested in what is 
being said. Ragi Darshan Singh, 
to whom a smile comes easily, 
admits little of the fire and pas 
sion which has inspired his lis- 
teners by his post-operation 
Bluesnair Annum His is the voice 
of reason, ot persuasion- t'f evil! 
him that a fellow journalist in 
Chandigarh had told os he was 
here and we had taken the 
chance of coming anil talking to 
him. I am happy to see you,' is 
his response. 

Amrit Prachar 

We ask him about his Amrit 
Prachar programme. It is 
going well, he says, "and h is 
strietly relgious." tThe young 
Sikh journalist in Chandigarh 
had confirmed this, saying 
that so far, although many 
have attended these meet- 
ings, there was no political 
impact, hut that the religious 
impact was very strong. I I (ell 
him that it has been reporled 
that Haras' of Khalistan are 
heard at his meetings and he 
does not slop them. "When I 
am on the platform, there are 
no sueh Haras’, "he says, 
adding that at times there are 
people planted’ in the crowds 
who create trouble and shout 
for Khalistan, hut these are 
government people. He adds 
that trouble in Darbar Sahib 
is provoked by the same ele- 
ments to bring Sikhs into 
disrepute. 

Khalistan Not Wanted 

"None of the youth wants 
Khalistan, he asserts categori- 
cally. "When we have 7000 
kilometres from the top of India 
to Kanyakumari as our country, 
why should we ask for just 300 
kilometres.' Khalistan is talked 
about hv others, bv the govern- 
ment. The youth want a settle- 
ment within the Constitution, i 
have said this from every plat- 
form hut the media is against 
us and they do not report what 
is really said " 

He urges us to study the new 
Akali Dal constitution and see 
for ourselves that there is no 


hint of secession, only of a set 
dement within the Constitution 
But he adds that the govern- 
ment does not want a solution 
to the Punjab problem. The 
government does not want Sikh 
unity and there are Congress 
men who have openly said that 
Sikh unity means the country's 
destruction But he will go on 
working for Sikh unity, for .Akali 
unity. 

Government Created Hindu- 
Sikh Divide 

Talking about the divide 
between Hindus and Sikhs, he 
does not mince words The 
government has created litis 
division tVe have lived together 
for generations, mixing with 
each other. I have Hindus in my 
own family, tie weir like milk 
and water, and you know how 
these mix — perfectly, so there 
is no division. But dmp a little 
htnji into the mixture, and 
they separate to two different 
parts. The government has put 
in that dmp of kanii. The 
government had ranied out 
pivpaganda that Sikhs air 
secessionists. The Prime Minis- 
ter campaigned against the 
Anandpur Sahih Resolution, and 
called it secessionist. Rut their 
is nothing secessionist in it. just 
them is nothing secessionist 
in the Dais no* eonsmuban 
What is new in that constitu- 
tion, the Ragi pointed out, is the 
provision that no office-bearer 
of the Dal can be a minister 
That is something he feels is 
vety important and that is why 
he had asked Bamala to resign 
from the presidency of the Dal. 
Now that Prakash Singh Badal 
lias been named Vice-President 
of the Dal, he is no longer a 
candidate for the chief minis- 
tership So it can no longer he 
said that he was seeking the 
kursi . 

Killings Distorted By The 
Press 

On the subject of the killings 
of innocent people in Punjab, 
the Akal Takht Jathedar denied 
that these w'ere done by Sikh 
youth. But when it aame to kil- 
ling of police and paramilitaiy 
personnel, he pointed out that 
stale terrorism has its own reac- 
tions. When people are killed in 
'encounters' then action is 

taken against those responsible 
at limes. These 
encounters must lie slopped 
he said, "Evety day our nauja- 
vvans are picked up from their 
homes. They are not heard of 
for three or four days. Then 
their families, who have been 
searching for them, are told that 
they have been killed in 

encounters I ask if this is still 

happening and Ragi Darshan 
Singh said 'Yes, all the time. 
Why donl you come with us 
and see for yourselves how 
people are suffering, how these 
boys are taken away But this 
news does not get reported. He 
mentions that in Patiala their is 
curlew, that Sikhs have been 
killed there, but there is no 

mention of this in the press. 
When we issue a statement, 
either it is not reported at all, or 


only in part.' 

In reply to a question as to 
why he does riot condemn the 
killing of innocent persons in 
public statements, lie explains, 
that he is reach to do so, hut 
together with other religious 
heads. Why did not the Jagad- 
gurus condemn the Novemhet 
1984 killings? he asked. 

Yet no one demanded that 
they should do so If the heads 
of all religions, the Jagadgums 
and others, will condemn all kil- 
lings of innocents, I will be the 
first to sign." 

i In an earlier press 
interview Ragi Darshan had 
explained that if he issued a 
"hukumnama" against killings, 
it would be a laeit admission 
that Sikhs were the killers, and 
he did not believe this to be the 
case. Bui earlier also he had 
offered to sign a joint 
condemnation. I 

Government Must Talk To The 

Youth 

He ask why the government 
does not tty to understand win 
the youth fell so strongly, why 
there was a call for Khalistan 
amongst some of them They 
must get to die roots ul the 
resentment of the naujawans . 
he says And they must talk In 
them. 

It the government can talk to 
the Mizus. to others who have 
fought the government, why 
can t they talk to our iiauja- 
vvans"' I told a journalist 


recently that you must talk to 
these hoys like a lather, ask 
them what they want, what are 
their grievances The first time 
you talk to them they may say 
something strong. But you must 
continue the dialogue, in sev- 
eral meetings, and ultimately 
they will discuss tilings, and 
you will find that we. they don l 
want vakhdar iseparatismi, they 
want liaqdar (their rights!. He 
argue that the Punjab Accord 
should have been signed with 
the youth, not with Longowal. 
They were the ones who were 
involved who had fought. But 
what is happening today? They 
are in jail, they are not allowed 
to give their views. 

"They say that the youngsters 
take refuge in the Golden Tem- 
ple. But what are they to do? 
Many of them come to spend 
the night because they are 
afraid that the security forces 
will come and take them from 
their homes. 

Tragic Letter From Jodhpur 
Detenus 

The government has done 
nothing he accuses. The 
Jodhpur detenus are still in jail. 
He had received a tragic letter 
from a woman who had been in 
Jodhpur for nearly three years. 

I tried in read the letter in a 
meeting hut 1 could not, 
because of the tears. But no one 
reports such matters. Every day. 
so many people come to me 
telling me of harassment, of 
discrimination, of encounters. 


The other day I received a letter 
from a young man who wrote 
that in a recruiting line for the 
Navy, two young Sikhs were 
taken out from the line and told 
to remove their kirpans and 
their palkas before they could 
he considered for recruitment. 
These things are happening. 
Even when I travel in the official 
car. I am stopped by the para- 
military forces and searched 
and harassed If that happens 
to me. can you imagine what 
treatment others receive?" 

But the government is not 
concerned, lie tells us and 
points at the Misra Commission 
as an example. No one had 
been convicted of any killings. 
And there is Brahmpura. The 
incidents there have been con- 
firmed and the Punjab Govern- 
ment has asked that action be 
taken. But nothing has 
happened. 

’Ragi’ Not Allowed To Enter 
Haryana 

Throughout, he speaks with- 
out a trace of bitterness, even 
when lie talks, about his own 
arrest, oil false charges, of con- 
spiring to kill Mr Bhajan L,al. He 
smiles at the absurdity of the 
charge. Although he had been 
released unconditional!! .and 
llie chaige withdrawn, he i> .-'till 
not allowed to enter Haiyana. 
"If I am innocent, then why this 
restriction?" he. asks. And if I 
was guilty yvfty^td they release 
me?" 

Religion and politics cannot 
be separated, the Akal Takht 
Jathedar is firm on this point, 
because without religion, polit- 
ics would lose its ethical con- 
tent. But his amrit prachar' has 
no political element It is con- 
fined strictly to religion. But he 
will go on working for the unity 
of the community. 

A Homely Meal — Punjabi 
Style 

His son comes in to say that 
people are waiting to see him. It 
is getting late and he insists 
that we stay for dinner. We do, 
to a simple but tasty meal of 
fresh chholia' and paneer. dal, 
chapathi and chutnevs, served 
by his younger son. The Ragi 
has two sons, the elder whose 
children own the teddy bear 
and the younger, still unmar- 
ried, two daughters both of 
whom are both abroad. The 
Ragi is simple, unostentatious. 
He has been called an extremist 
but it is hard to reconcile the 
terrorist image with the categor 
ical statements he makes about 
a solution within the Constitu- 
tion. about the necessity of talks 
with the boys to arrive at that 
solution. Nor is there any sign 
of the religious fanatic in his 
words or expression. Nor any 
sign of a spiritual leader, a Sant. 
He seems not to be image- 
making or projecting, unless it 
is the image of reason and 
rationality. Of course, this is the 
Ragi at home. The Ragi in a 
public meeting with the young 
men and women with whom he 
urges a dialogue may lie a dif- 
ferent man. m 
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Public Meeting Urges Rejection 


Call To Honour Policeman 


Gazette News Service 


Speakers at a public meeting called by the Sikh 
Forum, the People’s Union for Civil Liberties, the 
People's Union for Democratic Rights, Manushi 
and the Nagrik Ekta Manch, to protest against the 
Justice Ranganath Misra Report, held in Sapru 
House in New Delhi on Monday, March 23, 1987, 
condemned the failure of the Misra Commission 
to arrive at the truth of who organised the 
November 1984 carnage of Sikhs in the capital. 
Jaya Jaitley of Nagrik Ekta Manch and the Peo- 
ple’s Relief Committee, the first speaker, called 
for total rejection of the report. 


J ustice Misra, saitl Ms 
Jaitlev. has commented 
that Congress 'I* 
members were so upset ai the 
assassination of Mrs (iandhi 
that they could not have orga 
nised the violence Hut in one of 
the affidavits presented before 
him an elderly eyewitness, a 
Congress 'll worker of 2t) y ears 
standing, had deposed bow hr 
had overheard sajjan Kumar, 
ex -Congress Hi M P , tell people 
in a meeting that whosoever 
killed Sikhs would he rewarded 
by his personal assistant Horn 
November 3rd onwards Why 
did Justice Misra not investigate 
>u/.'h reports Ms Jaitlev asked, 
Win did re iii.tr -sai ,ii- 
Kutnar s I’ A s one ol the mmui 
Congress d functionaries as 
being possibly guilty but leave 
out Sajjan Kumar 1 

Public Honours Suggested 
For Police Who Did Their 
Duty 

Madlttt Kishwiir, editor, 
Manushi. stated that the 
government has blackened its 
own fact; with this report 'We 
have teamed trom the 1!)84 
events she said, 
that we cannot depend oil the 
government So whenever some- 
thing like thw happens we will 
not allow people to forget injus- 
tice like this She pointed out 
that the in camera procedures 
of the Commission were against 
the freedom of the press, but at 
that In i it the press did not pro- 
test. Now the papers have 


changed their stance and even 
till! most sycophantic newspap- 
ers have condemned the repeal, 
and no one has any belie! in its 
conclusions. Alter this, she 
added, "we most not leave any- 
thing to the government but we 
must all carry out investigations 
to find out the links of politi- 
cians with the carnage Those 
who plaillings have been let off 
and we must now search owl 
the troth She suggested that 
those police personnel who 
had helped people to safely, 
and who have been perse- 
cuted for their actions, 
should he publicly honoured 
at meetings such as this. 

QiVMtmmftnft Shameful Role 

"It is shumelul that more Ulan 
300(1 persons were killetl in 
broad daylight, anil not one 
person has been convicted lot 
the killings, Justice l f'arkundr 
expressed his indignation, 
adding that this was due to the 
utter negligence and heartless 
ness of the government He 
pointed out that if Justice Misra 
was to succeed massive i lives 
ligalive machittciy should have 
been put at this disposal to col 
led evidence Hot this was not 
done. Fite government did not 
put a single witness in the 
stand, did not help in any way, 
Justice Tarkunde an eminent 
member of the Citizens Justice 
Committee, which was estab 
fished to assist the Misra Com- 
mission hut which walked out 
in disgust at the proceedings, 



Burning the effigies of the principal Congress-1 leaders responsible tor mass murder in the capital 


tolil the audience The 
government did not say Out 
t iu/ens have been killed We 
must do something about it 
and Justice I'arkunde obscived 
hat ulliei commissions will not 
succeed eithei because ho 
propei investigative machinery 
ii.is been established Even at 
ns; . I.,; t Ujirie 'll the 

guilty wen iitougln " iiiii 
would have some impact lie 
concluded 

Powertul People Behind Kil- 
ling of Indians by Indians. 

In a hardhitting, speech 
liobmd Mukhoiev President ol 
tin PI fill and a member ol the 
t JC. asserted dial the Delhi 
carnage could not have 
oti unvd unless powertul pen 
pie were behind the killing nl 
Indians by Indians We saw 
Hie massacre ol innocents with 
our own ivs. We brought out 
cm 1 1 report 1 1 ho aw the Guilty J 
not as a confrontation with the 
government hut as a duty as 
riti/.i-ns • it tins city Mi Mukhu 
lev slated Ours is a govern- 
ment by lor ami ol the people 


yet. in spite of requests from all 
over the euutry the government 
failed to set up an inquiry 
commission Hie Thakkar 
C.umniissioti was appointed 
immediately 1 ' lie described 
how hr Soli Sorahjee and oth- 
ers, including three women 
lawyers saw with their own 
ev es what was happening 

w* rv>r yjvp profec- 

riuil. VU' ruLiid iiu||btup 
ing all the way . We told the 
Assistant Commissioner ol 
Police that there was looting 
going on and" why dont you 
stop it?'. He told us, 'Ali is 
slianli'. \iul we saw all (his in 
broad day light. When the Ved 
Marwah Committee was 
formed, we talked to him. He 
shed tears, yes, he shed 
tears, and lie said to us 'Von 
have seen nothing. Have you 
seen the Pal, no area? l)o you 
know how many people have 
been killed there?,." 

Government Should Have 
Resigned 

Angrily Mr Mukhoiev asked, 
‘Except tor Johannesburg, is 


there any other capital where 
something like this could 
happen and the government 
doesn't resign?' He continued: 
Misra set up the Inquiry in 
camera Was the raping in 
camera? The killing? The loot- 
ing' Then why was the Inquiry 
in camera? We have great 
respect for those lionhearted 
people who tame before the 
r .'•nr’as.sion We askpd for pro 
lection lor them agarrsM 
These were ordinary people 
While they were being exam- 
ined Misra admitted their 
complaints hot he could give 
them no protection." Mukhotey 
pointed out that Misra did not 
allow the CJC to cross examine 
witnesses and denied participa- 
tion to PUCL and Pl’DR The 
( JC was 'stifled he said Our 
hands and legs were tied, our 
mouths muzzled. There was no 
justice for citizens and while 
Misra had time to quote all 
kinds of people in his report he 
had no time to investigate the 
charge of political pressure on 
the police 1 

Continued on page 5, col 1 
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Of Misra Report 

Who Saved Life 


Message from K. Rustomji 

exhaustion, leaving behind a 
death toll of thousands over 
which the Commission has 
started a needless controversy 

— 2307 or 3870. Even if one 
man was killed with the brutal- 
ity displayed in the rioting, the 
nation ought to weep in 
agony". 

"The Commission has 
blamed the police, but has not 
commented on the failure of 
the government, which in my 
view was a bigger failure. How 
did this happen? It could not 
have happened unless some- 
one in authority gave wrong 
directions — talked about 
teaching lessons — irresponi- 
bly sent word that firing 
should not be resorted to — 
or, lacking in experience of 
law and order matters, added 
fuel to the fire of communal- 
ism by trying to impress the 
administration with attitudes 
of inverted firmness. Who was 
this individual or individuals 

— that led the administration 

astray? It could not be the 
sickly Governor, nor the con- 
fused Home Secretary nor the 
frightened Cabinet Secretary. 
It was obviously someone in 
authority at the political level. 
Why was this question 
evaded? . . . Perhaps it would 
be an evasion to blame the 
Misra Commission, and not 
blame the system which 
allowed this shameful tragedy 
to occur, and tried to cover it 
up with a facile explanation. 
The examination of this report 
will prove to be a futile exer- 
cise if we are unable to 
determine who evaded the 
responsibility of taking effec- 
tive action in our hour of peril, 
and handed the administration 
over to hooligans " 


Normally, there are series 
of inter-locking arrangements 
to prevent a breakdown. If the 
civil police fails, the armed 
police is called in. II further 
strengthening is required, 
para-military forces are 
pushed in, and if even these 
prove ineffective, the Army 
comes in. All the time, a 
watch is supposed to be kept 
by the Home Ministry and the 
entire government, so that 
further measures may be 
taken if all these fail. Never in 
our history has there been 
such a total failure of all 
agencies. The riot was not put 
out. It just die owing to 


Protest relay last at Delhi's Boat Club demands forjusticeposed with pleas lor communal amity 


\ large numoer of widow s 
children and members of tlii'ii 
families had come from Tilak 
V iliac to attend the meeting and 
two ol ilieni mid the audience 
how when iln*y weir -aim 
moned to the court to gin 1 ew 
deuce, people came In them 
and asked all sorts ot i|iirstibn« 
and they lelt threatened The 
government doettt us a widow 
told the meeting \o one from 
the government has come to 

• i isi. .. |j\ (■ 

..it, n w.ei limciil is dcceillul Ur 
can have no justice from the 
government 

Java Srivaslava whu has ticen 
working in Tilak \ iliac lor over 
two v'ears asked that mote 
people should route and work 
there lhev must explain to the 
women and children what the 
issues are I lic w idows must he 
persuaded to conic together so 
that they can demand and get 
justice What do these women 
and children want lium the 
Misra Commission ' They ask us 
every day We gave so many 
affidavits We wanted sonic ol 
the guilty even one person, to 




he caught That would bring 
peace in out minds Java Sii 
vastava pleaded We must raise 
oil! volte against all miuslice 
Hut when we lalf of lU'ly < ju 
tec atirf nfiairiJitatiun go 
together We went to the Prime 
Ministers house and we said 
that without justice lehahilita 
lion means nothing I n less the 
pain inside is healed we cannot 
talk ol rehabilitation, shram- 
ing on appeasement methods 
Inti doing none ol the things 
dial are real I v oeecssan 

Ms M ivasl iv a said that jits 
lice is going away Irom the 
women ol tilak Vihur and tlu* 
ehildien are getting affined 
l hildrrn - av these are our 
enemies Vie must w in over the 
children In mi being communal 
i/ed was her plea so they 
wont gu to extremism and 
v iolenee. 


Call To Take To The Streets 


talking about tile pinressinn 
ul TOO . ilijfilee ’to- » ■ h, l' 
r<X4 violfTuc -.vfio went to tin 
Prime Minister s Itnusr nin /i.i 
ran Singh Halibut ol tile VII 
India sikli Conference which 
has been earning on a relay 
ilharn.t at the Huai t lull tin tlu 
past few weeks described how 
a live-vear-nld laid called lot 
justice We cannot Inigel all 
tins Hal that dn laied uinl 
asked, \fter tills repott wh.it 
happens J Tli>' government 
tiucsn l want any tiling against 
tin Misra Report I lies are vv.ilk 
ills llie streets alter Ill's I 
I m - cause we have all liren quiet 
lie must come out in the 
streets and protest against 
the Ifeport, oi 1 r ise tf)«4 will 
happen again, in case there is 
another assassination. We 


whim Hie Citizens Justice 
committee lias given a lisl of 
dead the to Justice Misra. 

(iriwrul J S fnrora, President. 
Sikh l orum. urged that 
we must go nn until we get jus- 
tice and Habitat’ and his organi- 
sation most receive all llie sup- 
pon possible to make up lor llie 
fact that not enough has hpen 
done We must shame them 
into justice lie said.ded 
Justice \S Manila presided 
ov nr the meeting. • 


Delhi, March 24: Demonstrators demanding rehabililation with justice and punishment lor the guilty men ol 1984 were arrested by 
the police. Photos show them being led with iangar' (food) Irom a Delhi gurudwara. 
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Say Hello To Nature 

Palas. Gesu. Tesu. Petals of the 


I f you want an introduction to 
nature, the best time to ask for 
it is now. Delhi’s parks, 
gardens and roundabouts are a 
riot of colour. It will last only a 
couple of weeks when our short 
spring will give way to summer and 
the scene will undergo a complete 
change. Now is also the best time 
to get acquainted with some 
species of birds. Most of them are 
looking for mates and the males 
showing off their finest plumage. In 
a month's time they will have 
consumated their marriages and 
will be busy making their nests, 
laying eggs and keeping them 
warm 

Don’t be too ambitious and try 
to mug up all you can on trees and 
birds in a few days. Start with a 
modest list of half a dozen 
flowering trees and birds that are 
residents of your city Once you 
start (here will be no end to what 
you can pick up. You'll get a lot of 
fun out of it. Your strolls in the 
garden will, as the cliche goes, 
become meaningful. 

Start with the three varieties of 
flowering trees, all a flaming red. 
The first to flower is the Semul, or 
the Silk Cotton tree. It begins to 
flower sometime in mid-January 
By March it sheds its blossoms and 
pods appear. You can recognise it 
quite easily. It is a huge tree with 
prickly spikes round its bole The 
flowers are also large, waxen and 
without odour When pods appear 
you will notice crows pecking at 
them. By May they will have burst 
and released (luffsof cotton (hence 


the name), you will tind poor 
people gathering them in sacks. It 
is used for stuffing quilts and 
pillows. 

Two other red-blossomed trees 
will be in flower at the lime you are 
reading this column People often 


confuse them with each other 
because the lldwers ate the same 
colour and the trees about the 
same size. But they are quite 
different One is the Coral; the 
other the Flame of the Forest 
which lias many Indian names: 


Coral tgul-a-nastareen) stand 
erect; those of the Flame curve like 
a parrot’s beak Coral leaves are 
quite different from the Flame It is 
out of the Flame's leaves that leaf 
cups (donas) and leaf plates 


(pattals)are made. 

By the time these varieties of 
red -flowered trees shed their 
flowers, the blue Jacarandas are in 
flower. Their Indian name 
Neelam is apt. There is a cluster 
of them on the roundabout facing 
Parliament on Sansad Marg. The 
only other bright red flowering 
trees common in Delhi are the 
African Tulip and the Gul Mohar. 
African Tulips are a recent 
introduction; Gulmohars can be 
seen in plenty everywhere 
including Connaught Circus. 

Mating Birds 

Of birds, the most noticeable 
are the larger varieties like kites 
and vultures. They begin to mate 
in January and make a lot of 
excruciating noises while 
copulating. By March they make 
their nests. You will notice that 
large birds choose the higher 
branches of large tly choose Semul 
trees; vultures the even bigger 
Ailanthus, more ap known as the 
Poharoah's Chicken often makes 
its nest in old buildings. 

That is enough (or the first 
lesson. If the subjeyou then go to 
your local book shop and buy 
books on Indian birds and trees. If 
you can wait a couple of 
months you can get my book 
"Nature Watch" beautifully 
illustrated by Bulbul 
Sharma. (Roli Books) 


Ktuishwant Singh 



^port, Cricket 

India Needs A Change Of Captain 


A t the very outset, let us 
concede that Kapil Dev 
Nikhanj is a brilliant all 
rounder. He has just become 
the world's fir's! player to have 
completed 2,000 runs and taken 
100 wickets in one-dav interna- 
tionals. His performance in Test 
cricket is also beyond question 
And one says this despite the 
fact that it is obvious Kapil Dev 
is past his prime already, at the 
age of 29, and there are persist- 
ent doubts about his fitness and 
penetrative power play, whether 
with the b..; or the Irall 
But captaincy is quite another 
thing. Ask Mike Brearley, for 
one An ordinary player, he was 
never a great success on the 
field but retained his captaincy 
solely because he was a great 
motivator of men. an excellent 
team-man, a bom leader and 
knew how to get the best out of 
his mates. His firing a professor 
of psychology might have had 
something to do with all this, 
but he was considered one of 
the finest captains there ever 
was. When lan Botham, another 
great all rounder in the mould 
of Kapil Dev and Imran Khan, 
was made captain, he tailed 
even as a player and was 
quickly replaced. Since then. 
Botham has once again come 
into his own 

The simple fact of the matter 
is that some make good cap- 
tains, some do not. irrespective 
of their merits as a player. You 
may or may not have one of the 
shrewdest cricketing brains in 
the business, as Sunil Gavaskar s 


no previous strategies to work 
out on the field, but lately he 
has been frequently consulting 
other members of the team - 
Shashi, his deputy, and his 
senior colleague. Sunil Gavaskar 
And vet. he has shown that he 
is one of the most unimagina- 
tive captains we have seen. 

Kapil Kills The Game 

One can quite understand 
wrong moves made in the heat 
of the one-day moment, one 
can understand a gamble not 
paving off, but many of his 
moves are beyond eomprehen 
sion. Often, this 

'positive captain killed the 
game in the just concluded ser- 


quite plainly is. but there are 
other leadership qualities, too. 
And this, Kapil has proved time 
and again, as icpeatedlv as he 
loses the toss, that he docs not 
have that something special as 
a i uplain 

Earlier, when he had one of 
the worst runs as a captain, he 
had some alibis, like that lie 
was captain in most of the 
matches against the formidable 
West Indies and often the 
weather gods were against him, 
too. But since then, he has won 
some matches and series, but 
has no alibi whatsover for disas- 
trous leadership. Previously, he 
explained away defeats land 
even smart decisions! saving he 
was an instinctive’ captain, had 


ies against Pakistan, but what is 
worse, he actually snatched 
defeat from the jaws of victory, 
something which India has 
become infaagainst Pakistan, 
which India lost in the series 
after four dead Tests, is a case 
in point. The defeats in the 
Pune and Nagpur one-daycr 
matches, showed up Kapil as 
barren, strategically, in stark 
contrast to Imran Khan, who 
won some of the matches 
simply bv rallying a new team, 
despite chop and change in the 
team and batting orders, and 
adopting clever strategies — 
even if he has all but failed as a 
strike bowler, which he himself 
admits. Bishen Singh Bedi, in 
his column in a national daily, 
has also come down heavily on 
the lack of imagination of Kapil 
Dev. 

It is useless to elaborate in a 
round-up of the series about 
the many mistakes Kapil made 
on the field, hour bv hour. But 
he confounded the viewers, 
spectators, TV and radio 
experts, just about eveiyone, 
with too many of his decisions. 
Two glaring examples in the 
recent matches were: in the last 
Bangalore Test, he sent in Kiran 
More as night watchman with 
an hour to go, in order to pro- 
tect Azharuddin! And as 
expected, More lost his wicket 
with 15 minutes to go, and then 
comes in Azharuddin! In the 
last one-dayer at Nagpur, with a 
huge score looming large before 
them, Azharuddin, traditionally 
a slow scorer by one-day stand- 


ards, was kept towards the very 
last for the ‘slog overs" —and 
what does Azhar do? With 
Prabhakar at the other end, and 
Maninder to follow, and a rid 
iculous number of runs to 
score, they play out the overs 
defensively, having already con- 
ceded the match.' 

Kapil's 'finishing oft’ of 
Mohinder Amamath as an all 
rounder is another significant 
pointer. Often in the past, he 
completely forgot all about 
Amamath and would toss the 
ball in frustration, looking for a 
breakthrough, to Azhar, Srik- 
kanth and even Gavaskar. To 
the extent that for many sea- 
sons now, Amamath has been 
kept only as a batsman. Like- 
wise, his handling of new play- 
ers, especially Raju Kulkami, 
who has been given notice by 
Imran, is pathetic. 

And to think that the same 
Kapil has been retained as cap- 
tain in Sharjah. What will come 
of the World Cup? Even as a 
player, Kapil has shown that he 
can play better for himself than 
for the team. How many times 
has he hit stupid, callous shots 
in dangerous situations? Why is 
Gavaskar alone condemned? 
Kapil can sav that he can play 
only this style of cricket and get 
away with irresponsibility but 
those given a bad name and 
hanged, cannot. In the interests 
of India, it is time that Kapil is 
given a rest —as a captain, 
iNFM'SCRIPTi 

By Kumar Guha 
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The (Guardian Third World Re- 
view. Voices from the South. 
Editors - Victoria Britain and 
Michael Simmons, l-ondon. 
1987. pp. 269. $5.95. 


For all our concern about the 
need lor belter SoutliSoulh 
communication, the gatekeepers 
ol our newspapers have shown 
pretty little initiative till now in 
keeping our readers abreast ol 
developments in other parts ol 
the South While we agree with 
their suspicion ol the propa 
ganda stuff emanating from the 
Information Ministries ol the dif- 
ferent countries, which is dished 
out through the Nonaligned 
News Pool, what prevents the 
big national dailies from kei pit*, 
their own correspondents in the 
major capitals of the Thud 
World? London, Washington, 
Bonn or Moscow still remain the 
news cynosures for ihe Indian 
newspaper establishment, and 
covetable datelines for Indian 
correspondents. This is in spite 
of the drainage ol foreign 
exi h.iiii.il 1 mii li postings involve 
Nairobi, Kuala Lampm I mm m 
Beirut may be more relevant lor 
our people, but not attractive 
enough for our big newspaper 
owners 


By: Harbans Singh K, 
Publisher Hindi-Binni Pocket 
Books, New Delhi-1 10005 and 
Urdu- Drama and War 
Publications, New Delhi, 
Pages Hindi 1 15 and Urdu 
88, Price: Hindi Rs 3 and 
Rs 2.25 

T he clamping of Emergency 
in India in June 75, which 
set into motion the pro- 
cess of the marriage ol the 
underworld with the apex politi- 
cal apparatus and generation of 
a fear psychosis, is the subject 
matter of Ihe novel DAR (fear) 
in which Harbans Singh has pro- 
jected the impact of this draco- 
nian measure on the life and 
thinking of the common person. 
Beginning with the setting aside 
of the Lok Sabha election of Mrs 
Indira Gandhi by the U.P High 
Court, he ends his novel — pub- 
lished both in Hindi and Urdu 
under the same title — with the 
rout of the ruling Congress in 
the 1977 General Election. 

In between he has described 
how the hoodlums of the under- 
world spun a web around the 
Chhote Sarkar — unmistakenly 
meaning thereby Sanjay Gandhi 
— to form the nucleus which 
ruled and struck terror during 
the Emergency. 

The hero of the novel Shatru 
is a misfit journalist, who found 
his life harder even during nor- 
mal times because “he did nol 


Tragic Irony 

It is therefore a tragic irony 
that (or a perceptive analysis of 
developments in Asia, Africa, 
Latin America and the Middle 
East, we are forced to look 
elsewhere. The present hook is a 
collection ol articles which came 
out in ihe Third Woild Review 
pages of THE GUARDIAN of 
England during the last • five 
years, written by journalists, wri- 
ters and contributors from both 
Ihe North and the South. 
Although a few articles often 
appeal to be slightly odd the 
mark, generally Ihe pieces on 
Alma (to which almost one-third 
of the book is devoted), Latin 
America and the Caribbean, 
provide the readers with a fairly 
balanced account of the atti 
ludes and behaviour patterns of 
the rulers and the ruled in those 
countries. 

One wonders again why a 
piece like the distinguished Afri 
can writer Ngugi wa Thiong'o's 
critical analysis of the efforts of 
Kenya’s present day rulers to 
bury the history of the militant 
Mau Mau movement, or a letter 
(.mu a priest in Nicaragua 
caught in il it* t Utoaliu* Itclu/ocn 
the Sandinisla army and the US 

backed 'Contras’ giving a chil- 
ling description of a village 



like to mortgage his pen for a 
job and crush his conscience for 
a living" (page 10), w. ; thrown 
out totally out of work due to 
restrictions on the Press. In reta 
liation, and for a living, he lakes 
to blackmailing the blackmarke- 
ters, smugglers and the neo-rich 
and in the process contacts and 
renews friendship with Khanna, 
a class fellow, who is now the 
Youth President and a right 
hand man of the Chhote Sarkar. 

Khanna’s revelations to Shatru 
are reflective of the atmosphere 
during the emergency. He says 
"Darling, you join with us. I am 
on goocf terms with Chhote Sar- 
kar. He is a (ripnd of friends and 
a king of heart He will be 
crowned the next ruler of India 
Come under his patronage and 
you will prosper. His full size 
portraits are displayed in every 
mohalla and bazar. His followers 
and yesmen are worshipped by 
Ihe public. The members of polit- 
ical parlies which have been 
declared illegal, have joined us 



attacked by the latter, cannot 
appear in lb. Indian newspapers. 
Why should our readers be 
denied access to a re|xul about 
Burnham's icgime in Guyana, 
where, behind Ihe facade of 
'socialism', vinous repression ol 
ihe opposition parties and inde 
pendent trade unions continues? 
The picture that emerges from 
the reports is the familiar one of 
Ihe while colonial masters being 
replaced by the black and brown 
indigenous politicians (some am 
ring whom like Kenyalta or 
Buiiili.iin ill. I play a militant role 
in the struggle against imperial 
ism, but degenerated over the 


and are enjoying life Their skin 
is safe and they are having a 
good time Otherwise, even 
multi-millionaires have to labour 
in jail.” 

‘Strike Fear In The People’ 

But even joining the Chhote 
Sarkar bandwagon could not 
save Shatru from being humil 
iaied. for he wanted the youth to 
have a clean image It resulted in 
Shatru being slapped by Khanna 
in the police station, where even 
Ihe sub-inspector was surprised 
how a journalist . was being dealt 
with. Later Khanna told him in 
remorse, "Dear friend, don't 
ashame me. This was the only 
way to save you. The entire 
affair had reached Chhote Sar 
kar. These two boys had seen 
you writing the letter They are 
our louts in the coffee house . . . 
Our method is entirely different, 
that is ‘shake well before use' 
and if means shake the people, 
strike fear in them and then sit 
on their neck. This is the only 
way to correct these people. 
People worship money and 
wealth Look how we struck fear 
among the wealthy seths. We 
spread a rumour that such and 
such market would be demol- 
ished . . it created panic in the 
market . . . Our game succeeded 
and we collected five lakhs", 
(page 83). 

This fear element was created 


years into pigmy replicas of their 
white oppressors of the past). 
Even when the new opposition in 
these countries agitates against 
these indigenous ruling powers, 
or often manages to take over 
from litem the reins of the stale, 
it seeks opportunist alliances to 
retain the newly won power - 
thus sowing the seeds of future 
betrayals and compromises. The 
National Resistance Army took 
over power in parts of Uganda, 
but sought the goodwill of Prest 
dent Moi of Kenya • a politician 
who had had a long notorious 
record of repression in his own 
country. The schizophrenic situa- 
tion of uncompromising courage 
at the level of fighting on the one 
hand, and unprincipie adjust- 
ments at the level of maintaining 
state power on the olher cannot 
last long, and invariably the lat- 
ter comes to prevail over the 
former. As John Gittings puts it 
succinctly in one of the articles 
included in the collection: “The 
real casualty has been Ihe loss of 
confidence in the ability of 
human beings to transcend 
material limitations.” 

Going Ga Ga! 

When a correspondent visits a 
loreign country he/ she is some- 
times led astray by the appear 
ance of things without having 
enough time to go deeper. 
Jeremy Seabrook's piece on Ihe 
Tatas is a typical example of 
going gaga over the showpieces 
(apparently displayed to him dur- 
ing a conducted tour by the 
superefficienl public ielations 
people of the industrial house, 
who succeeded in keeping away 

even among the poorest and the 
weakest and through this was 
thrust the programme for family 
planning. 

And what type of youth had 
gathered around Chhote Sarkar? 
Says Harbans: “Ten thousand 
youth presidents had gathered 
from every nook and corner of 
India. It is said that all youth are 
presidents and none of them a 
worker ... as if every youth had 
a three metre high neck and 
broad sholders, as if they had 
come for a wrestling bout rather 
than a conference . . . There 
was every arrangement for ten 
thousand unemployed leaders. 
But in the morning, the cleaning 
staff found heaps for empty bot- 
tles and a number of other 
things,”(page 79). 


Even when the Congress was 
being routed in the elections, 



Dar (Fear) — Hindi and Urdu Novel 


from him the other side of the 
picture — the company’s repres- 
sion of the trade union move- 
ment within its industrial empire). 
One would also have expected 
Richard Gott to show a more 
discerning attitude in analyzing 
the position of Islamic fundamen- 
talism in Malaysia instead of a 
rather facile attempt to draw a 
parallel with Iran. It is more 
complex. I happened to be in 
Malaysia in the same year — 
1985 — as Gott, when Muslim 
students on the campus success- 
fully resisted Islamic fundamen- 
talist attempts to ban their 
annual musical soiree, and to 
impose the ‘chador' on Muslim 
girls (who in Malaysia wear the 
‘hejab’, which covers the head 
and shoulders leaving the face 
open). “Our Islam is generous!" 
— said a Malaysian Muslim 
when I asked him about the dif- 
ferences between Iran and 
Malaysia. 

Occasional gaffes notwithstan- 
ding, the present collection pro- 
vides an interesting insight into 
society and politics of the coun- 
tries of the South, many of 
which are hardly known to the 
readers of our national news- 
papers. Of particular interest is 
the section on West Asia which 
gives a rare glimpse ol the intel- 
lectual climate of this war-lorn 
region — of the Palestinian poet 
Mahmoud Darwish, of the Egyp- 
tian poet Lotfi El Khouli whose 
works are banned in his own 
country, and of the Turkish intel- 
lectuals putting up a fight against 
a repressive regime. 

— Sumanta Banerjee 


this fear psychosis had gripped 
government officials and one of 
them told his friend, a retired 
police officer, “Our Government 
is being routed. Our jobs are in 
danger. ... All orders were oral 
and who will be a greater 
offender than us, we who carried 
these orders without thinking. 
But a man goes on committing 
one offence after another for a 
living." (Page 107) 

Though a large number of 
treatises have been written on 
the Emergency, this novel is 
perhaps the best and powerful 
work for the ordinary person of 
the street. Harbans, while using 
a language understandable for all 
and sundry, has a message even 
for the elite. . . . When one of 
his characters, a scooter driver, 
says “Now the Emergency has 
ended. What is the risk? You 
pay the fare and I will drop you, 
wherever you say” (Page 99). 

Yes, I hat was the mood at the 
ouster of the ruling Congress. It 
was much later that people 
realized that the fear psychosis 
which set in during the Emer- 
gency would be rather long last- 
ing. To the extent that armed 
police would be required to man 
even traffic and places, of enter- 
tainment, The Emergency was a 
precursor to the undeclared 
Emergency under which we live 
today. The novel Jar is a haunt- 
ing reminder of those years 
which were a turning point, 
which brought us darkness at 
noon. Akhil Anand 
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Viewpoint 


• Minority Rights 

• Civil Liberties 

• Equality for Women 

• Democratic Values 

• Environmental Protection 


Credibility Zero 

li is nu longer a question of how much credibility I hr govern- 
ment enjuvs* in Ihr eves of the people whose interests is pledged 
In serve flu* question today is. is there any credibility remaining? 
On April 1st the Prime Minister, laying the foundation ol'Harvanas 
refinery at Karnal told the crowd that the law and order situation 
in Punjab had improved. The facts based on news agency reports, 
usti.ilh dependant on official information, give the statement the 
lie Blit this kind of prevarication we arr used to and no one lakes 
such pronouncements seriously 

But in the past fortnight the question of inedibility has touched 
the lowest level since independence. .A few days ago the burning 
issue debated both in Parliament and in the press, was -the Presi- 
dent s letter lo l he Prime Minister contradicting a statement the 
latter had made in Parliament. The debate raged on whether in 
lad i lu* Prone Minister had wandered from the truth in telling Par- 
liament that he had kept the President informed on all necessaiy 
matters according lo the Constitution. Allegedly the Prime Minis- 
ters wni ten reply to ihe President confirmed the statement So. 
ask the people, who is wandering from Ihe truth, the President or 
the Prime Minister. Ihe two highest authorities in the land. 
Quietly Ihe explanation is now being slipped in here and there 
that it is after all a matter of interpretation, a misunderstanding 
perhaps. And so lar there are no answers. 

Mow the Presidents alleged letter ever reached the Indian 
Express is another matter altogether But suddenly we find lhal 
another ugly situation has emerged, and again, the government's 
somewhat tarnished credibility, is at stake. The CHI raid on Ihe 
residence of the Indian Express ow ner. Mr amnalh lioenka — the 
(’lit is at great pains to explain that the raid has nothing to do 
with the matter of the President's letter allegedly unearths a let- 
ter revealing connections with an American investigating agency , 
which it later turns out. also has connection with the Government 
ol India. The agency loses no lime in calling the letter a foigeiy. 
amt ilisi lanus cut luvius written to the reporter eonneetnd with 
Mrl.oenka to whom the unearthed letter was addressed 

However llu* same agency was appointed by the Ministry of 
Finance, (iovernment of India, to investigate the financial dealings 
and accounts ol Indians with funds abroad, particularly in Switzer- 
land. When the matter is brought up in Parliament, the Minister ol 
Stale for Finance told members dial the agency was not appointed 
as an investigating agency hut in the role of 

"informer . The former Finance Minister w ho held that position at 
the lime aivangements were made with the agency, only made a 
cryptic remark owning responsibility for any arrangements made, 
hut neither confirmed nor denied what Ihe incumbent Minister of 
Slate had stated 

The head of the American agency, questioned by the Washing- 
ton DC representative of a national daily confirmed that not only 
was there an agreement but he added that lu his knowledge the 
agreement was continuing. He told Ihe BBT that his agency was 
hired hv Mr Bhurc Lai, a Finance Ministry official as an investigat- 
ing agency, adding that his agreement was cleared by the former 
Finance Minister. On the BBC? service beamed to India on Saturday 
April 4th, the agency head stated categorically that he had letters 
of the agreement in his possession and that contrary to what Ihe 
Minister of Stale for Finance had told Parliament, the agency had 
in fact passed on vital information to the Government of India. 
Why the Government had not taken action he could not sav. He 
also slated categorically that the letter alleged to have Ireen found 
fry Ihe (?BI was a iorgeiy. that although he had verbal communica- 
tion with the reporter in question, connected with Mr Goenka. he 
had never written or received a letter from him. Again the people 
an* left wondering: who is wandering from Ihe truth? 

An Australian scholar, obin Jeffrey*, analysing the changes in 
India, has written that lo-dav more indians are exposed lo more 
ideas, more Indians are talking to one another because of the revo- 
lution in communications. So more Indians, and this includes the 
younger generation who have grown to maturity' without the tradi- 
tions of the fight for independance. without the knowledge of the 
dignity of the Constitutional Assembly debates, without the level of 
Parliamentary discussion and responsibility when men like Nehru 
and Patel. Shastri and Azad laid down the guidelines and set the 
standards, so all these Indian.; are talking to one another about 
what they read in Ihe press — let us leave out radio and TV 
whose credibility is finished — and what thev-are saying, what 
they are asking, is "Who do we believe? The American Agency? 
The accusing Opposition? The exand present Finance Ministers? 
And if so, which one?' 

In reply to these questions the Prime Minister announces that a 
Supreme Court Judge will probe the issues in all its aspects' 
Unfortunately, the most recent example of such probes, the Misra 
Commission" has itself dealth a mortal blow lo the government's 
credibility. So where do we go from here? 
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The Electors And 
The Elected 


C.B. Muthamma 


The last Gene- 
ral Elections 
were won by 
the Congress(I) 
with just under 
50% of the 
votes cast— a 
minority. With 
that minority it took roughly 80",, 
of the seats in the present Lok 
Sabha. Most earlier Lok Sabha 
majorities — including under 
Pandit Nehru and later the Janata 
Govt, were based on even lower 
percentages of the votes cast, thus 
running a fairly consistent record 
of large majorities based on a 
minority of ihe votes cast. II one 
of the purposes of an election is 
to reflect the views of the major- 
ity of the voters in the creation 
of the government and its poli- 
cies, that purpose has been con 
sistently flouted. 

We thus have a situation 
where generally the majority ol 
the voters has been represented 
by a minority o( seats in the Lok 
Sabha. Consequently Ihe views 
of the majority of the electorate 
cannot prevail. 

Nevertheless, is it possible for 
the government party to be 
responsive to the electorate in 
general or at least to the minor 
ily of Ihe electorate that voted it 
in? The answer is provided by 
many instances: during 1986, Ihe 
Government’s decision to raise 
the administered prices and to 
pass the Muslim Women’s bill; 
earlier Prime Minister Desai’s 
decision on prohibition and 
nuclear policy; and Prime Minis- 
ler Nehru’s decision to leave the 
China border undefended. These 
policies were unacceptable, not 
only to the parliamentary opposi- 
tion but to the public at large, 
and to the government party 
itself. In each case the Head of 
Government could impose a 
decision on the government 
party through the party whip. 
The State legislatures are in a 
similar situation. 

Thus not only is the entire 
electorate nullified but the entire 
legislature is also nullified. 

Artificial Restriction 

It could be argued that the 
government party’s majority is 
the result of the nation’s support 
to the leader of the party. As 
shown above, generally the 
Prime Minister has taken office 


on less than half the votes cast. 
The Janata Government’s Prime 
Ministers were not obvious 
national choices. Besides, in the 
existing system of party majori- 
ties, the nation artificially res- 
tricts Its choice. There are sev- 
eral politicians who might be 
credible candidates for national 
leadership but their parties can- 
not win a majority in Parliament. 
In fact, there could be cases 
where it might be advantageous 
to keep a party out of power 
while electing a competent 
member to power. 

The inability to vote directly 
for a leader could involve voting 
for his local party candidates 
whom one does not want. Only 
a minute fraction of the national 
electorate voted in Amethi lor 
Shri Rajiv Gandhi; and then only 
as an M.P. not as Prime Minis- 
ter. The choice ot the Prime 
Minister lies with the party, not 
the people. In a situation where 
the leader is not an obvious 
vote-catcher and the government 
party is fractured, we get insta- 
bility at all levels. In the Janata 
Government Ihe Prime Minister, 
the government party majority, 
and the very configuration of the 
parties in the coalition were all 
under attack. 

It was a case which destroyed 
the argument that the first past- 
Ihe post system of elections 
would ensure stability. There is 
no inevitability about the Con- 
gress majority. It is quite con- 
ceivable that it will have a minor- 
• ity. It has already lost its 
majorities in many states. In 
India’s situation, coalition go- 
vernments have a high possibility 
of governmental instability. 

Majority Costs Stability' 

The stabilily of the govern- 
ment’s party majorities has been 
bought at the cost of the coun- 
try’s stability. The rivalry of fhe 
parties contending for electoral 
victory has resulted in Centre- 
State confrontations with varying 
results. The G.N.L.F. agitation 
found the Central and West 
Bengal governments in confron- 
tation. The Bhasker Rao incident 
in Andhra and the G.M. Shah 
Ministry in Kashmir are in recent 
memory. Local parties, based on 
local or sectoral appeal, are 
created to shake off centrally 
exercised party control, as in 
Telugu Desam, Assam and Pun- 
jab. Within these States, the sys- 


tem functions in the same way, 
with power tied to party majori- 
ties and party patronage, rather 
than flowing from popular sup- 
port. Where party patronage is 
denied, we see the phenomenon 
of splinter parties — a feature of 
both national and regional par- 
ties Where patronage is denied, 
we also have cases of frustrated 
politicians registering their nui- 
sance value, as recently in Kar- 
nataka, over the publication of a 
story. Rejsorledly, the story had 
appeared over a decade ago in 
Kerala where the large popula- 
tion of Muslims had seen nothing 
objectionable in it. But when it 
was published in Bangalore in 
English — a language which the 
vast majority of Karnataka Mus- 
lims (as indeed the vast majority 
of the Indian population) cannot 
read, there was violent, destruc- 
tive agitation, which would not 
have been possible unless inter- 
ested politicians stirred up the 
sentiments of the community. 
This and other similar manoeu- 
vres stir up anger against the 
agitating community, and result 
in dividing and destablising the 
population. Elections at all levels 

— the Parliament, the State 
Legislature, and all down the line 

— including the bright new 
Mandals in Karnataka — func- 
tion in exactly the same way, 
with the same results. 

Such a scenario is only possi- 
ble because political advantage is 
seen to be gained by stirring up 
animosities, and because political 
power depends on the parties 
and party patronage, not on the 
people. It is an atmosphere of 
political conflict and political 
patronage which militates against 
individual and collective peace 
and achievement. 

If the leaders, the parties and 
the legislators were accountable 
directly to the people, through a) 
the direct election of the Heads 
of National and State Govern- 
ment by absolute majorities b) 
proportional representation to all 
the legislatures and c) Ministers 
who are not members of legisla- 
tures, the electoral verdict and 
decision would be final, with no 
appeal against it. We could then 
hope for stability, not only of the 
governments but of the country 
as a whole, with governments 
concentrating not on how to get 
into power and stay there but on 
how best to govern for the 
benefit of the people. • 



NEWSHOUND 


IT MUST & NO FZJN PMWNCT) 

UOLI with 4N iNauiRr 
coumm jume ! K-x- - ' — "x 

VllHYPO 

Y 'on say 


V 


: -X# 

fV 

M 




, : < 


r 




>i 


r-fb THAT? 


By Rap 


HF Vtat> W)A$H YOL I 
ONIY WITH THE COLOUR! 



WHITE! 


8 20 March-4 April 1987 





Open Forum 


--The 

^Foruro 

Gazefte 


Secessionists Ail? 

Asks The Economic And Political Weekly 


Gazette Not Projecting 
Sikh Viewpoint 


T he last ten days have seen 
more knee-jerk reactions 
to developments in Punjab. 
On February 3 the five Sikh 
head priests issued a ‘hukum- 
nama' dissolving all the Akali Dal 
factions and directing their 
office bearers to submit their 
resignations to clear the way for 
(he formation of a united party. 
Though the development con- 
cerned the Akali Dal and the 
Barnala government in Punjab, 
the Government of India took 
the unusual step of issuing a 
statement describing the action 
of the head priests as "machina- 
tions of communal, separatist 
and secessionist elements" and 
warning that these would not be 
tolerated. Home Minister Buta 
Singh called upon Punjab Chief 
Minister Barnala not to permit 
anything that could “undermine 
and jeopardize the democratic 
institutions and the governmeni 
established by law", suggesting 
'hat the centre’s intervention 
1/as as much intended to warn 
the chief minister that he must 
not give in to the head priests’ 
directive. It is also intriguing that 
the Centre did not react any- 
where near as strongly to the 
'sarbat khalsa’ organised by the 
Militant* in the Golden Temple 
on Republic Day which adopted 
a resolution “endorsing the dec 
laralion of the state of Khalistan" 
and at which half-burnt national 
flags and black pieces ol cloth 
are said to have been hoisted at 
some places in the Golden Tem- 
ple. As newspaper reports put it, 
“security personnel and officials 
saw the militants hoisting the 
flags, including the saffron flags 
of ‘Khalistan’ but did not 
iniervene.” 

The exchanges between the 
Sikh high priests and Chief Min 
ister Barnala following the 


‘hukumnama’ have this week 
culminated in Barnala's ex- 
communication from the Sikh 
‘panth’. It is not quite clear how 
many of the ministers in Barna- 
la's cabinet, office bearers of the 
Akali Dal (L) and MLAs have 
deserted him in deference to the 
high priests' call or will do so in 
the next few days, but there can 
be no doubt that these develop- 
ments have rendered the Bar- 
nala government even more 
dependent than it already was 
on the Congress (I) and the 
Centre for continuing in office. 
This evidently suits the Centre, 
for it would appear that keeping 
Barnala in office a while longet, 
more or less as a puppet, is an 
important element in the Prime 
Minister’s current strategy for 
dealing with the situation in 
Punjab. 

The Sikh priests have in the 
meantime announced the forma- 
tion of a 'unified' Akali Dal with 
a live-member presidium. The 
appointment of Simranjit Singh 
Mann as president of the reor- 
ganised party and Bimal Kaur 
Khalsa as an adviser has been 
taken as proof of the terrorists’ 
hand in these developments, 
though there are no specific 
charges against either Mann, 
who has been in continuous det 
ention under the National Secur 
ity Act since soon after Opera- 
tion Bluestar, or Bimal Khalsa. 
Similarly very few have bothered 
to take a look at the 11-point 
charter of demands framed by 
the ‘unified’ Akali Dal. There is 
nothing in the charter that can 
be fairly termed secessionist. 
Most of the demands, such as 
the release of the Jodhpur dete- 
nus, investigation into alleged 
false encounters and withdrawal 
ol trumpedup cases, the release 
and rehabilitation of Sikh soldi- 


ers and the withdrawal of the 
central security forces, the BSF 
and the CRPF from Punjab, 
have been raised by the Akali 
Dal (L) and the Barnala govern- 
ment. The call to safeguard the 
“separate and independent iden- 
tity of the Sikhs” has been made 
with explicit reference to the 
Anandpur Sahib resolution. It is 
also necessary to emphasize 
how very different these de- 
mands are from those advanced 
by the militants at their ‘sarbat 
khalsa’ on the Republic Day just 
as it is useful to recall that the 
‘sarbat khalsa’ and the militants’ 
demands were rejected by the 
SGPC as well as the head priest 
of the Akal Takht, Darshan 
Singh Ragi, who has lately been 
portrayed as the arch villain. 
Even Baba Joginder Singh, 
Bhindranwale’s father, who has 
been included in the presidium 
of the ‘unified’ Akali Dal, had 
walked out ol the ‘sarbat khalsa' 
declaring that he did not agree 
with the resolution adopted by it. 
It cannot even be ruled out that 
it was the ‘sarbat khalsa’ staged 
by the militants that induced the 
Sikh high priests to launch their 
effort to bring together the war- 
ring Akali factions in a bid to 
counter the spread of the mil- 
itants’ influence and appeal. 

Alt told, there is enough evi- 
dence to indicate the tolly of tat 
ring with the same brush the 
actions of the Sikh high priests 
and the doings of the militants. 
The Centre would have lost 
nothing by adopting a wait and 
watch policy. By not doing so 
the possibility of the emergence 
of a credible political formation 
in Punjab with whom it might be 
fruitful to engage in a meaningful 
dialogue, has been rejected out 
of hand by the Centre. 

From EPW, Feb. 14, 1987 


Passing as we are through a 
very difficult period of our his- 
tory, the Sikhs in general were 
feeling a great handicap in the 
absence of a media that could 
present their point of view before 
the general public and were 
delighted beyond measure when 
The Forum Gazette started pub- 
lication, although only as a 
fortnightly. 

However, I am constrained to 
write that lately I am getting the 
impression that the Gazette does 
not project the Sikh version of 
the events as forcefully as was 
expected of it. To illustrate my 
contention, I would point to the 
latest issue in our hands, that is 
Volume 2 No. 3, February 6-21. 
Jethmalani’s call for Akali unifica- 
tion is commendable. However, 
that is all about the events of the 
previous fortnight, which was full 
of turmoil amongst the commun- 


ity arising from the Head Priests’ 
unity move and excommunica- 
tion of Barnala. The Misra Com- 
mission report had been pres- 
ented in Parliament about a week 
before the issue was despatched. 
All that the issue contains of the 
Mishra Report is a piece written 
on the basis of reported leakage. 
Having been associated with the 
Citizens’ Justice Committee I 
know that we have a good case 
that can prove that the Mishra 
Report is a deliberate, distorted, 
lopsided attempt to deny justice 
to the victims of the November 
carnage. I hope that the next 
issue will contain enough material 
to expose the injustice perpe- 
trated by a government that has 
made a mockery of commissions 
and the judicial system 

— Inder Singh Kohli, Advocate 

272, Guru Harakrishan Nagar, 
New.Delhi. 


Misra’s Monstrous Conclusion 


Sir, 

On March 25. 1911. fire which 
claimed the lives of 145 workers 
engulfed a garment factory in 
New York. All was over in 20 
minutes during which the 145 
workers met their horrible 
death 

Hie two owners of the gar- 
ment factory were charged with 
criminal negligence for these 
deaths but the trial court 
acquitted them with a clean 
chit. 

The daily New York Tribune, 
reacting sharply to the verdict, 
wrote: 

"The monstrous conclu- 


sion of the Law is that the 
slaughter was no one's fault, 
that it couldn't be helped, or 
perhaps even that, in the fine 
legal phrase which is big 
enough to cover a multitude 
of defects of justice, it was 
an act of God', This conclu- 
sion is revolting to the moral 
pf the community." 

The same could be said ot 
Justice Ranganath Misras 
report on the events of 
November, 1984 

— P.N. Lekhi, 

C-98 A, South Extension Part-11, 
New Delhi - 110 049 




Tourism Is Tormenting Goa 


T ourism has come in a big 
wav to Goa. But how to 
control it and make it 
people-oriented? This was the 
concern of a group of writers, 
artists, thinkers and social 
researchers who met recently at 
the University of Goa for a 
seminar. They had come 
together out of deep concern 
for the damaging effect tourism 
poses to Goan culture. The Vice- 
Chancellor of Goa University, Dr 
Sheik All, a noted historian, 
said in his inaugural address 
that nudism, drugs and rock 
music of the hippies are a 
source of shock to the Goan 
sensibility. He was of the opin- 
ion that although Goa's distinct 
cultural character is not under 
attack from tourism, some 
cracks are visible. 

A New God— Money 

The inimitable Goan artist of 
international repute, Mario 
Miranda, was fort blight in his 


comment on Goan culture. He 
said a new' god— money— has 
come up on the Goan cultural 
horizon, and is destroying its 
culture. Wrong kind of tourists 
are coming to Goa and we don l 
need them", said Mario. He also 
had a dig at the Goan Carnival 
For him, the Carnival has 
become something stupid. It 
must go back to the villages to 
regain its original beauty and 
participatory character. Accord- 
ing to Mario, Goa must encour- 
age tourists who are interested 
in history, ail and the monu- 
ments. He stressed the need to 
organize a permanent people's 
group which would evaluate 
and take action on the perti- 
nent questions of tourism and 
Goan culture. 

Beds At The Cost ot Culture 

Bruno Dias Souza, the emi- 
nent Goan architect and pres- 
ently Director of Delhi School of 
Planning and Architecture, 


lamented the destruction of the 
finest specimens of Goa's archi- 
tectural heritage in order to 
build new concrete structures 
without aesthetics or beauty. 
This is being done with the sole 
aim of increasing the number of 
beds for tourists. He maintained 
that strong public opinion alone 
can halt the deterioration of the 
Goan culture, and art and archi- 
tecture are the major victims of 
this deterioration. 

The Inspector General of 
Police, Goa, Mr Paramjot 
Singh Bawa, intervening in the 
discussion, pointed out that 
there are no statistics to show 
that rowdyism of drunkards or 
crime and anti social behaviour 
have increased in recent years. 
Nevertheless, he cautioned the 
enthusiasts of tourism in Goa 
that some control is necessaiy. 
"We have to be conscious of the 
concealed effects of casino cul- 
ture, nudity, vulgarity and drug 


addiction", said Mr. Bawa. 

A psychiatrist and winner of 
the best-actress award of the 
Marathi stage, Meenakshi Mar- 
tins was another speaker. She 
had done a study of drug 
addiction in Goa. She told the 
seminar that drug addiction 
and peddling have gone up in 
the last few years in the four 
talukas of Goa: Bardz, Tiswadi, 
Salsete and Mormugao. Her 
study is vet to establish the 
correlation between increasing 
drug addiction and tourism, but 
the preliminary trend of the 
findings points to the relation of 
drug addiction to the increasing 
inflow of foreign tourists. 

Inflicting Deep Wounds 

There was a consensus that 
commercialization of art and 
culture is inflicting deep 
wounds on the organic culture 
of Goa. The statement adopted 
at the seminar said: Tourism in 
Goa should be planned, con- 
trolled and become people- 
oriented. It is necessary that, 
instead of threatening and erod- 
ing Goa's cultural and social 
identity, tourism should streng- 
then and enrich them. At pres- 


ent, publicity by the promoters 
of tourism, distorts and vulgar- 
izes the image of Goa and of the 
Goan people. This is deeply 
hurtful to Goan sensibilities and 
may lead to a severe backlash. 
In coming to Goa, tourists 
should feel that they are com- 
ing to the home and land of a 
friendly, hospitable people. As 
honoured guests they enjoy the 
hospitality of these people and 
should show corresponding 
courtesy and respect. If tourism 
offers opportunity for develop- 
ment, it also places social 
responsibility on the tour organ- 
izers, official bodies and other 
social agencies. Irresponsible 
commercial tourism is the bane 
of art and culture of the local 
people. But an authentic shar- 
ing between people enriches 
both host and guest and it is an 
enduring contribution lo solid- 
arity and integration. This we 
believe is something that 
domestic tourism ip Indian can 
foster." 

The seminar was organized 
by the Institute of Social 
Sciences, New Delhi in col- 
laboration with Goa 
University. • 
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THE BIRLA’S 

Enter The Heiresses 


Just after the death of Birla par- 
tiarch, Ghanshyam Das, four 
years ago, his son, Krishna 
Kumar, had ruled out any possi- 
bility of the Birla group breaking 
up, saying, “It is not easy, even if 
someone wants to (break away), 
and 1 don’t think it is going to 
happen.” Yet, it was KK Birla 
himself, who caused what could 
prove to be the first crack in the 
Birla empire when he announced 
his decision last year to leave his 
companies to his daughters. For 
the first time in Marwari history 
perhaps, and certainly of the Bir 
las, married daughters will be 
inheriting their father’s business. , 
The heiresses are Mrs Nandini 
Nopani, Mrs Shobhna Bhartia, 
and Mrs Jyoti Poddar, wives of 
well-established first or second 
generation industrialists. This 
break with tradition could well 
mark the beginning, if not the 
end, undoubtedly, of a sea 
change in the future course of 
the Birla monolith. 

“God has given them every- 
thing except sons," it has been 
said of the Birlas, and it was in 
recognition of this unfortunate 
truth that the clan met (or con 
tabulations at Calcutta in August 
last year. It was decided that iri 
the absence of sons, companies 
may be left to daughters and in 
the absence of any childern at 
all, willed to any Birla relative 
One problem, howevot, was that 
ot the complicated crossholdings 
that the members of the family 
have in almost all the Birla com- 
panies. When the daughters 
finally take over their respective 
companies, those companies will 
automatically cease to be part of 
the Birla group, and to ensure a 
clean break, holdings will have to 
change hands. Earlier, when 
companies were distributed am- 
ongst the Birla brothers, cros- 
sholdings were not disturbed, as 
large chunks of shares of most 
of the independently-held com- 
panies were in the custody of 
the family's several trusts. These 
shares had been made over 
when they were inexpensive. But 
now, their values having soared, 
any change in shareholdings 
would involve the payment of 
enormous capital gains tax. 

Separation Mechanics 

The modus operand for work- 
ing out the separation of the 
companies and, consequently, 
the holdings, is yet to be fina- 
lised. The only viable solution 
was reportedly offered by GD 
Birla’s youngest son, Basant 
Kumar, who suggested that the 
various Birla investment compan- 
ies swap their shareholdings, to 
be bought and sold at the ruling 
market prices. Whatever is 
decided, the most affected Birla 
family will be the GD Birla 
branch. GD Birla’s oldest bro- 
ther, Jugal Kishore, had no 
children; the second brother, 
Rameshwar Das, had two sons 
— Gajanan, who was a bit of an 


Jay Srinivasan 

outcast for having married twice, 
and Madho Prasad, who is child 
less. It is only recently that Gaj 
anan's son, Ashok, has been 
given a share of the Birla busi 
ness. The youngest brother, Brij 
Mohan, had only one son, 
Ganga Prasad, who m turn has 
only one son, . Chandrakanl In 
the companies of these branches, 
there are practically no cross 
holdings. Complications exist 
mainly in the case of Ghan 
shyam Das’s sons, Lakshmi 
Niwas. Krishna Kumar and 
Basant Kumar. 

When KK Birla announced 
that he would be making over 
his companies to his daughters, 
the acceptance of his decision 
was reportedly made easier by 
his willingness to forgo his claims 
on the two blue chip Birla com- 
panies, Hindalco and Gwalior 
Rayon, now owned by Adilya, 
Basant Kumar’s son. The two of 
them, Aditya and Basant Kumar, 
are at the top of the Birla ladder, 
with the ownership of the 
group’s biggest companies, includ- 
ing Century Spinning, Kesoram 
Industries among others. Lakshmi 
Niwas's son, Sudarshan, and 
grandson, Siddharth, were given 
charge of Mysore Cement, Sau 
rashtra Chemicals, Jiyajeerao 
Cotton Mills and the Central 
Indian Machinery Manufacturing 
Company Krishna Kumar on 
the other hand, virtually built his 
own empire. The Zuari Agro 
Chemicals, Texmaco, India Steam- 
ship and the six sugar mills were 
either founded, acquired or 
managed by KK Birla from the 
very beginning. 

Who Gets What 

While the Birlas have never 
aired grievances in public, KK 
Birla is believed to have been 
disappointed when his father left 
the blue-chip companies of the 
group to Basant Kumar KK 
Birla himself has explained the 
absence of an inheritance be 
cause he had no sons. His deci 
sion to give his companies to his 
daughters seems only natural in 
the circumstances. Mrs Nandini 
Nopany is likely to be given 
Texmaco, Mrs Shobhana Bhar- 
tia, the Hindustan Times, of 
which she is already a director 
and the six sugar mills, and Mrs 
Jyoti Poddar, the Zuari Agro 


Chemicals. An added bonus lor 
the daughter could also come 
from the childless MP Birla 
whose companies were placed 
under a recently formed trust, 
the MP Birla Foundation. Though 
Nandini Nopany is chairperson 
of the trust and Shobhana and 
Jyoti trustees, it is unlikely l hat 
they will get complete control of 
the MP Birla companies. What 
they could expect is a direct say 
in the running of the companies. 

Whatever the decision on KK 
Birla’s crossholdings and the dis 
tribution of MP Birla’s Rs 4000 
crore empire The Birlas have 
indeed come a long way starling 
wiih Raja Balden Das Bn la’s 
opium trade with China at the 
turn of the century Today, their 
operations include textiles, min- 
ing, shipping, engineering and 
tea. The Birlas six sugar com 
panics produce 30 per cent of 
the country's entire sugar out 
put, their cement lactones 20 
per cent of the national gross. 
Their 200 odd companies control 
assets estimated at Rs 2500 
crores and have a sales turnover 
of roughly Rs 3000 crores a year. 

No Longer A Monolith 

For four generations, the Bir 
las have worked as a tightly knit 
team, drawing strength from the 
gtoup's unified image Loyalty 
within the clan has inspired 
loyalty of employees, some of 
whom have stayed on with the 
Birlas for life and become part of 
the family "There is more than 
just crossholdings that has kept 
the family together,” says one 
such employee. 

But whatever has held the Bn - 
las together so far is about to be 
put to test by KK Birla’s break 
with the past. The entry of his 
daughters into the Birla empire, 
if only to detract from its 
strength, could trigger off a 
chain of reaction that may rock 
the Birla ship. Will the other 
Birla daughters sit back and take 
it or will they lay claim to their 
fathers' companies as well? Will 
fraternal ties be able to weather 
the storm bound to be raised by 
an unequal distribution of wealth? 
There has been some heart burn 
over property distribution in the 
past KK Birla may have put the 
future of the Birlas at stake. 
(NEWSCRIPT) 


piRLfi [ jov T m 1 

family |r<?e JLhiv | 

paaioEoofl}- Tm | 

k"<hoR£»* «■» 1 I *>5 l 4' , W5MJRIIlN>.llii 'W| f BWJ.DOtMn !»•>■»«» j 

i GflJAitfN 
I9IO- <9*? 

L 

fiOiMi VAR DflH 

H?** 

A 

TS|- 

0 19'C 

O 

a 

P 

!•! 

IWjfl.TTKUtnAR 

| » 

i 

cmvjacw 5Ai> 

i 






JtMTYff VIMPM1 
5 

CM 

3 

7flii««>vAKt>nAN 

* « itn 

£ 

njHNUtgjpiii/wi 

f? 



Sikh Opinions On Punjab 

• The Shromam Akali Dal started the Morcha five years ago to press 
the demands ol the Punjab to the Centre. The Panthic Committee 
wants ro continue the confrontation with the Centre. Tohra realizes 
that Sikhs cannot secede from India but the confrontation against the 
Centre can be maintained. Akali dal (Longowal) want to regain the 
lost ground for the Sikhs within the Indian democracy and would like 
to keep the tight for the rights which are available within the 
democracy i.e.equality before law. In Punjab it suits the Akalis to 
communalize politics and outside the Punjab it suits the Congress (!) 
to do so. Both parties have won unprecedented success electorally 
following this policy. Professor Darhsn Singh had a rare opportunity 
where he could have articlated the demand of the Punjab within the 
democratic means still available and he could have built a uniform 
democratic pressure on the centre — this could have given us a 
common objective for reinstating the honour of Punjab, release of 
Jodhpur detenus amd settlement of territorial and water disputes. 
Hasty action on the part of the Jathedars has put us into the present 
dilemma. (Gyan Singh Sandhu) 

• In tracing the Curudwara Movement it is clear that initially the 
Mahan ts of the Gurudwaras were approved by the Guru but as time 
passed, the Mahants started misusing the Gururdwaras for personal 
gains and also started working against the Sikh community. We 
should be able to differeniate between the institution of the Akal Takht 
and the individual appointed as its Jathedar. (Dr. A.S. Narang.) 

• A delegation should be organised of all shades of Sikh opinion to 
meet the Jathedar of the Akal Takht to achieve unity. The leaders of 
the Delhi Sikh organisations at present appear to be willing to say, 
write or publish what the Central government wants. (Mr. Gurbachan 
Singh.) 

• The Akal Takht is our supreme authority and like the summons 
issued by the supreme Court of India have to be responded to 
personally Barnala should have appeared before the Akal Takht 
personally and not through any agent. [ Mr G.S. Chadha.) 

• The media propoganda against the Sikhs and Akal Takht by the 
press and full page advertisements is very harmful. 

• The Jathedar of the Akal Takht gave a call for unity but if figs 
ended up with a divide Before this du ide becomes permanent a 
delegation ot the Sikh Forum and other like minded persons should 
call upon the Jathedar, to First understand how the present sutuation 
developed, and then impress on him that unity amongst various 
factions has to be achieved. (Mr R.S. Chhatwal.) 

• Barnala should have gone to the Akal Takht even if there was 
danger to his life as we should be prepared for death at all times and 
not be afraid of it. Even if the Jathedar Akal Takht has taken a wrong 
step we should still support him am., cooperate with him. (Mrs 
Chandanwant Kaur.) 

• A voice against the Akal Takht will weaken us. The supreme 
authority of the Akal Takht should be upheld, and submission before 
it is neccessary. The Prime Minister should call a meeting of all 
factions of sikhs to solve the Punjab problem. The Sikh Forum 
shouLd continue its non-political role. (Col. Manohar Singh.) 

• The Central government has been insincere, dishonest and anti- 
Sikh in its approach right from the beginning. They are pushing the 
Sikhs into a confrontation against the country as no justice is being 
given. The Sikhs are fully alienated. The only solution is for Rajiv to 
seek forgiveness at the Akal Takht. Repression in punjab in 
widespreadelegation of the Sikh Forum should meet the Prime 
minister. (Mr B.S. Maim.) 

• The respect for the Akal Takht is.supreme, however the modality 
of ‘hukumnama' has to brought regarding the relation between the 
Panthic Committee and the Jathedar Akal Takht. (Mr. Sardar Singh.) 

• Our differences are the cause of the tragedy. The central 
government appears to be confident that it can keep the Sikhs divided 
and so long as they remain divided, the centre is in no hurry to find a 
solution to the punjab problem. The Akal Takht is our highest 
authority. On the issue of the ‘hukumnama ’, opinion appears to be 
divided. Against one opinion that any order of the Jathedar Akal 
Takht should be accepted unquestioningly, others feel that the matter 
ol appointment of the Jathedar and the constitution of the five 
Jathedars who assemble to give decisions has to beconsidered 
rationally. Electrorates only can remove those elected by them. The 
appointment of the present Jathedars is open to question . 

(Mr Gurmukh Singh Jeet) * 

• Barnala s letter containing the offer of his services to the Jathedar 
Akal Takht was interpreted in a different way resulting in a duel 
between the two. No solution is visible at present. (Mr Joginder Singh 
Joggi) 

• The Sikhs fall with political success and rise in adversity. We are a 
very easily pruchasable commodity but hope that from this adversity 
we will rise again. 


) 
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Farmers 
Movement 
Gains Ground 

A Report From Muzaffnagar 

Brijender S. Panwar 


For the first time since Independence, the traditionally Lok Dal 
dominated region of western Uttar Pradesh has witnessed a 
significant development. A new non-political organisation 
‘Bhartiya Kisan Union' has emerged on the horizon. The farmers 
seem to have lost faith in the politicians and have welcomed the 
local unit of the BKU which is affiliated to the BKU of Sharad 
Joshi in Maharashtra. With practically no resources at its 
command, the BKU of western Uttar Pradesh launched its first 
major agitation on March 1 and thousands of farmers from far 
and wide responded to the call The farmers have come out in 
the streets to fight for their rights. The 'Sugar Bowl' of India, as 
the egion is popularly known, is experiencing an unique 
pnsciousess. The agitation which was launched in a specific 
pocket may well engulf the entire region in times to come. 


"■s ii a crime to agitate lor 
lyour rights? The lamicrs mil 
I day in anil day nul In I'm I 
millions. Vet. when they ask for 
tegular supply of electricity at 
nominal rales, the Government 
gives them Police bullets as a 
award lor hard work Him can 
Police bullets suppress us when 
we face the calamities of nature 
eveiyyenr. But. this lime, we will 
show the Government vvhnl the 
agitated farmers can do." 

This statement was made by a 
7(t year old farmer, Mukhtiar 
Singh of Sisoli Village in District 
MuzalVamagar. He was an eye 
witness to the brutal attack of 
the police on the demonstra- 
tions ol farmers at Shamli Town 
f Mltzaflarnagar District in 
eastern Uttar Pradesh Demo 
cracy had taken a hack seat on 
March 1, 1!I87 in this town 
where the Slate Police opened 
lire at tanners and shot dead 
two innocent youths, Akbar U l Ji 
anil Jaipal Singh i 1 Hi and left 
hundreds of them injured. Hu- 
only crime of the tanners was 
that they were protesting peare- 
tiiily against the recent hike in 
electricity rates hum Rs. 22.5(1 - 
to Rs. 30 per horse power. 

After two days had passed the 
crowd was still swelling contin- 
uously. Thousands ol (armors 
from the neighbouring villages 
expressed their resentment In 
refusing to hand over the dead 
bodies of their comrades to the 
administration. They blamed the 
administration for the sony 
stale ol allairs. "The police have 
deliberately taken this extreme 
step with the intention of terror- 
ising the fanners of this region. 
Rut, we want to tell the Govern- 
ment that notlting can scute us 
We have decided to fight to the 
finish , said Rajhir Singh, a 
youth from village shambhalka. 

Overreaction By Administration 

The roots ol the recent trouble 
on March 1 which resulted in 
police firing can be traced hack 
to the happenings ol the past In 
Januaty 87, the newly formed 
non political organisation Uhar- 


liva Kisan Union staged a 
dhurnu for three days against 
the hike imposed by Govern 
men I in (iortririly charges, live 
movement gained considerable 
momentum among the farmers. 
The uiganisation called oil the 
ilharna on the assurance til the 
district administration that their 
demands will lit* considered 
favourably Hut tin- organisation 
had lo give a fresh call lor the 
agitation on March I since the 
Government had tailed to solve 
the problems of the farmers. 

The agitation launched in 
Januaty 87 was completely 
peaceful. The leaders assured 
the district administration of a 
similar peaceful demonsiralion 
Inn it was not convinced 
According to a police officer ol 
Meerut /.one. the (..I D report 
indicated chances of distur- 
bance during the demonstra- 
tion. Rattalions of Police armed 
rammandos IPAO were sum- 
moned in addition lo the police 
lon e hum the neighbouring dis- 
tricts. Ilte town of Shamli was 
converted virtually itvo a police 
camp on Pehruaiy 28. 

Police barricades and barriers 
were erected at all the entiy 
points and roads leading to 
Shamli. Section 1-14 was 
imposed in the entire district of 
Muzallamagar. 

As a preruulionaty measure, 
the police arrested 1000 leaders 
ul the tanners on Fcbruaiy 28 
I'aimers Irom the surrounding 
villages told this reporter that 
police jeeps making rounds of 
llu* villages were warning the 
farmers on the micro phone of 
dint consequences if the fanners 
participated in the agitation. 
These activities irked the 
larmcrs and they decided at 
panchayats, to participate in the 
agitation 

Defiance Of Restrictions 

Inspile ol all restrictions and 
\aka-Bandi by the adminislra 
line. Caravans ul tractor-trollies 
earning farmers started moving 
towards Shamli Town from all 
directions on March 1. The 
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Chaudhary Mahinder Singh Sikot, one ot the prominent persona 
ot Balyan Khap' which constitutes of 82 villages in Western 
Uttar Pradesh surrounded by his followers. 


maturity ot the demonstrator 
wen from Hogp.il and Sardhun.i 
Tehsils ol district Meerut and 
kairanu and IlhuUhana lehstls 
of District Muzutlamagar 
Women and children .lecompaii 
icd tlie demonstrations in large 
numbers. Inspite ol .ill provuea 
lions, the demonstrations wen 
peaceful and the tanners 
approached shamli raising slu 
g.ms of farmet s uiiilv 

On die ulhei hand the police 
i mated a warlike situation bv 
electing 13 cheek posts each 
manned by Kin armed polite 
personnels An Hiding. to pulin' 
source- the first flash between 
the police and lamiets look 
plat e at 12 noon .it the police 
barricade at kudana bisoli Marg 
near the bridge on Krishna 
men flu* polin' resorted to 
lathi charge when it lailcrl to 
stop the limners Irom heading 
towards the town I lie tanners 
started throwing stones on the 
police in retaliation. I In* dem 
onslralion crossed the harrier 


prnvei station six police jeeps, 
two motor cycles. one truck and 
one lire brigade van lloweviy. 
the leaders ot the tanners told 
tins reporter that the polin’ per- 
sonnel themselves burnt the 
vehicles in urdei to cover up 
their mistakes. 

Farmers Deny Police Version 

blinding to the M* ol I'olitT 
surindn \.ilh Singh the police 
opened lire only nil one occas- 
suiii and that too vv Ill’ll tin' molt 
had Mimiundnl the police per- 
sonnel Irom all sides lie dis 
Hi list’d that the agitated tanners 
snatched one revolvei and one 
title Iron, the policemen these 
weapons have not been rcciv 
vcivd till now. I he lamiets were 
earmiig sticks hrieks and unli 
censed revolvers and weapons 
In added 

l in • if -<• i ."''Vh 

Dikol the Icadet ol Rkl refutOl I 
the allegations ul the admiiiis 
ti.itioti and > allcil them baseless 

I hex ate telling conked up stu 
ties in rover up their mistakes. 



The burned ‘Record Section' ot Khadl-Kurma power station near 
Shamli In Western Uttar Pradesh. 


and reached llu* outskirts ol 
Shamli Unable to control the 
crowd, the police opened fire at 
Shimhhalka Railway crossing 
and killed two youths The 
farmers went berserk and killed 
PAG platoon commander Rs 
Yadav and injured main 
policemen 

The agitated mob reached 
Kh.nli kliurma piivvoi station 
and a possibility ot another 
clash was averted by die timclv 
inteiM'iilion nl'SP Sutinilei Natli 
Singh who infused to allow lir 
ing at this juncture I he I’Al 
haltallions were so agitajed at 
the loss of their commander that 
they stalled healing the lanneis 
mercilessly As a result, the muh 
burned 'Record Section ol the 


The police burnt iheii own vehi- 
cles in onler to implicate the 
fanners in false cases he said. 
An tanners are -till missing and 
the leaders leel that they have 
been killed by the police. 

On March 2. Gopi Math Ui.iil 
Home Minister d P along with 
I luka in Singh Minister of 
\nmial llushaiulaiy visited 
Shamli hut the tanners refused 
lo talk to them I atci on at llu- 
rest house the ministers 
accepted ten demands ol the 
farmers hot the main issue hike 
in electricity rail's remained 
unresolved The leaders ol Rkl 
refused In permit politicians in 
speak Irom their platform Vir 
Bahadur siiigh t hief Minister 
l tlar Pradesh, has taken cursory' 


notice ol the issue. He has 
refused to set up a Commission 
to investigate into this affair. 
Talking to reporters at Baraut, 
he said that a judicial inquiry is 
siillicicni for such incidents. 

Government's Double 
Standards 

In (he past, farmers ol western 
Uttar Pradesh launched agita- 
tion?. Uii a reasonable price of 
sugar cane, the main cash crop 
lor which the region is famous 
in the counlty In the majority of 
cases the agitations drew a 
blank because every time politi- 
cal parties jumped into the fray 
and divided the farmers in dil- 
lerent camps. We have learned 
lessons from our past mistakes 
and grown wise. In 82. the agita- 
tion launrhi'd lo gel a raise in 
llu* cost of sugar cane was head- 
ing Inwards a grand success. 
Sensing this, the Government 
played the policy of 'divide and 
rule. The local legislature 
ditched us by succeeding in foil- 
ing the agitation and pressur- 
ized Giijjar and some lat tanners 
in restart the supply ol cane lo 
the sugar mills. We will not let it 
happen again, said a Ciujjar 
farmer ol lhe region. 

lhe recent developments in 
the area fully support this view, 
t or the first lime a poll-political 
organisation Rkl laffiliated to 
the Rkl ol Sharad Joshi) has 
emerged in this traditionally 
I, ok Mai dominated area, 
expressing his resentment and 
disgust towards the politicians, 
an educated youth. Omhir Singh 
said the reason lor our failures 
in the past was that we rallied 
tui) much on the political lead- 
ership rhesi* politicians used 
j is inn)', and throve on 

mi iiier s .i% [ii- ,i .a 1 1 > /, |T (( s 

their support Hits left the 
farmers at the mercy of the 
Government alter deriving polit- 
ical capital out ul the issue. 
Uommenling on llu- birth ul a 
non political organisation, RkU. 
in western Uttar Pradesh, 
another youth said. It is a wel- 
come development Only such 
organisations operating at local 
levels can help farmers ill get- 
ting their due The local units 
should have co-ordination at the 
mil nil level 

I lie fanners ol the western 
region complained that the 
Government adopt double 
standards in dealing with lhe 
eastern and western regions of 
the slate. There is a clear cut 
bias in fiivour of eastern U.P. The 
farmers in the eastern pari get 
electricity at cheaper rates and 
the farmers gel more price for 
sugar cane in the mills ol east- 
ern filar Pradesh. "The UP 
Government is sucking llu* 
blood Irom the Western part and 
is injecting it to the eastern part 
ol UP. Rut we will nol let it 
happen for long summed up 
an agitated young farmer 

The farmers are planning a big 
agitation il the government 
failed to remove the problems at 
the earliest this agitation will 
spread in the entire region of 
western Uttar Pradesh. The local 
unit ul BKU has no propaganda 
mati tinny , no pamphlet war 
has been launched hut inspile of 
that the message, has reached 
evety nook and corner of the 
region The volcano is ready lo 
explode and the farmers are 
determined lo come out in the 
streets any day. Thor are waiting 
lor a signal from the BKU 
leadership. 
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REMEMBERING BHAGAT SINGH 

The Problem of Punjab’s 
Language and Script 



S. Bhagat Singh hanged in Lahore Central Jail 
on March 23, 1931. 


iThe Punjab Hindi Sahitya 
Sammelan had organised an 
essay competition on the above 
subject in 1923. It was for that 
competition that Bhagat Singh 
wrote this article The General 
Secretary of the Sahitya Samme- 
lan, Shri Bhim Sen ildvalankar 
(now expiredi liked the article 
much and preserved it. Bhagat 
Singh got a prize of Rs 50 for 
this article. Subsequently, it was 
published in Hindi Sandesh on 

February 28, 1933.1 

"An acquaintance of the litera- 
ture of a society or a country is 
of prime importance for the 
understanding of that society or 
country, because the con- 
sciousness of the soul of a 
society gets reflected in its liter- 
ature also. History is witness to 
the authenticity of the above 
statement. Countries have fol- 
lowed the direction determined 
by the flow of their literature. 
Every nation needs literature of 
high quality for its own uplift- 
ment. As the literature of a 
country attains new heights, the 
country also develops Patriots 
— be they merely social 
reformers or political leaders — 
p$y the highest attention to the 
literature of tturir eutittify If 
they do not create new litera- 
ture to meet the requirements 
of contemporary issues and 
situations, all their efforts will 
fail and their work will prove 
unstable. 

Perhaps Garibaldi could not 
have succeeded in mobilising 
the army with such ease if 
Mazzini had not invested thirty 
years in his mission of cultural 
and literary renaissance The 
revival of Irish language was 
attempted with die same 
enthusiasm along with the 
renaissance in Ireland. The rul- 
ers wanted so much to sup- 
press their language for the 
ultimate suppression of the 
Irish people that even children 
were punished for the crime of 
keeping a few verses in Gaelic 
The French revolution would 
have been impossible without 
the work of Rousseau and Vol- 
taire. Had Tolstoy, Karl Marx 
and Maxim Gorky not invested 
years of their lives in the crea- 
tion of a new literature, the 
Russian revolution would not 
have taken place, leave alone 
the propagation and practice of 
communism. 

The same applies to the 
social and religious reformers. 
Kabir's ideas have a stable 
impact because of his literary 
works. Till date, the sweetness 
and sensitivity of his poems 
prove captivating to the people. 

Exactly the same can be said 
of Guru Nanak Devji. When the 
Sikh Gurus started establishing 
their new order along with the 
preaching of their beliefs, they 
felt the need for a new litera 
ture and this inspired Guru 
Angad Devji to evolve the 
Curumukhi script. Centuries of 
continuous warfare and Muslim 
invasions had dried up the 
literature of Punjab. The Hindi 
language was at the verge of 


extinction He adopted the I 
Kashmiri script tn fas sf-rarh bn I 
an Indian language I-ater the 
Adi Granth was compiled by 
Guru Arjun Devji and Bhai 
Gurudasji. They took a far- 
reaching and useful step in 
creating their own script and 
literature to propagate their 
beliefs. 

Afterwards, as times changed, 
the flow of literature also 
changed. The ceaseless sacrifi 
ces and sufferings of the Gurus 
changed the situation Whereas 
we find devotion and self- 
oblivion in the preaching of the 
first Guru, and experience a 
sense of self-effacement in the 
following couplet Nanak nanhc 
ho rahe. jaisi nanhi douh, 

Aur ghas jari jaat hai, doob 
khoob ki khoob 
(Nanak asks all to be as 
humble and insignificant as 
the grass. While all other 
grasses are burnt down. 
doob continues to flourish ' 
we find a sense of fellow-feeling 
and helpfulness for the 
oppressed in the preachings of 
Gum Shri Teg Bahadurji: 

Baanhi jinhan di pakadive, 
sir dijiye hanhi na chhodve. 
Gum Teg Bahadur bolya, 
dharati pai dharam na 
chhodve. 

(Whomsoever you protide 
protection, to you should be 
prepared to sacrifice yourself 
but not that protection Guru 
Teg Bahadur asks you not to 
foresake your relgion on this 
earth. 1 

After his sacrifice, suddenly, we 
sense a warrior spirit in the 
preachings of Gum Gobind 
Singhji. When he realised that 
mere spiritual devotion could 
not do anything, he started 
Chandi worship and turned the 
Sikh community into a com- 
munity of worshippers and 
warriors bv synthesising spirit- 


ualism and the martial spirit. 
We find in his poems a new 
spirit Hr wnt"» 

.le tohi prem khelan da rriai 
sir dhar tali gall mori aa\. 

Jr it maarag pair dharijai. sir 
diiai Li an na ilijai 
(If you are interested in play- 
ing the game of love, 
pul vour head on your palm 
anil only then enter my lane 
In case you put vour feel on 
this path 

don't tall hack, even il you 
ha\e to lose your life.i 
And then 

Soura s i > pahchattive, jr lade 
dern kr het. 

Purja purja Lit niaiv, Lihhu 
na chhade khet. 
lOnly he is brave who fights 
for the cause of the poor His 
limbs may be tom ascendes 
but he should not (lee from 
the battle field. i 

And then suddenly, the sword- 
worship starts. 

Literature And Resistance 

Canying the same spirit. Baba 
Banda and others lought Mus- 
lim rulers relentlessly We find 
that later when Sikhs were 
reduced to mere groups of 
anarchists, declared outlaws, 
and were continously com- 
pelled to live in hiding, no new 
literature could be created. 
They could not. enthused with 
a new spitil They had a warrior 
spirit a sense of courage and 
sacrifice and a spirit to con- 
tinue their war against Muslim 
rulers, but they could not chalk 
out their future beyond this 
This explains why these warrior 
groups fought among them- 
selves It is here that their lack 
of contemporary spirit worries 
us If a warrior and a shrewd 
ruler like Kan jit Singh had not 
emerged afterwards, Sikhs 
would have gone down bereft of 
any high ideal or spirit to mobi- 


lised themsell. 

Along with all this, one more 
point deserves attention. All the 
Sanskrit literature put together, 
failed to revive Hindu society; 
new literature had to be written 
in a contemporary language. Till 
date, we feel only the effect 
which was created by that liter- 
ature of contemporary spirit 
Even for a person of proper 
education and comprehension, 
the hymns of unintelligible 
Sanskrit and avals of classical 
Arabic cannot lie as enthusing 
as is possible by the simple 
statements in a simple 
language. 

A short history of Punjabi 
language and literature is 
sketched out above Now we 
turn to our times. Swami Vive- 
kananda in Bengal and Swami 
Ramlirtha in Punjab were bom 
at approximately the same time 
Both were great in the same 
sense. Both won fame for estab- 
lishing Indian metaphysics 
abroad Swami Vivckanand’s 
mission became a permanent 
institution in Bengal while Pun- 
jab does not have a single 
memorial to Swami Ramtirtha. 
In spite of having significant dif- 
ferences in their thinking, we 
find strong similarities at the 
roots WTiereas Swami Viveka- 
nanda wav preaching Karma 
Yoga. Swami Ramtirtha was also 
singing in blissfulness: Ham 
mkhe tukade khayenge. Bha- 
rat par ware jayenge, 

Ham sukhe chane cha- 
bavenge, Bharat ki baat 
banavenge. 

Ham nange umar bitayenge. 
Bharat par jaan mitayenge. 
lYVe shall subsist on crumbs 
but sacrifice ourselves for 
Bharat, 

We shall live on parched 
grams, but shall live for 
Bharat, 

We shall go naked the whole 
life, but offer our lives for 
Bharat. i 

Several times, he wept while 
seeing the setting sun in Amer- 
ica. and said Now you arc ris- 
ing in my beloved countiy. 
Drop my tears like dew-drops 
over beautiful water-fed fields of 
India Such a great devotee of 
the countiy and God was bom 
in our province and if today we 
do not have even a single 
memorial to him, what else can 
explain it. except our literary 
backwardness? 

Communalisatlon Of 
Language 

This we feel at every step. 
Many great men were bom in 
Punjab, who are comparable to 
Shri Devendra Thakur and 
Keshav Chandra Sen of Bengal, 
but we did not respect them 
and easily forgot them after 
their deaths — for example, 
Guru Gvan Singhji. etc. We find 
only one reason for this, and 
that is the total lack of literary 
interest and awakening. The 
troth is that no countiy or 
community can progress with- 
out its literature. But language 
is the primary need of literature 


and this is absent in Punjab. In 
spite of realising this handicap 
for sometime, the question of 
language has remained unre- 
solved The main reason behind 
this is the unfortunate commu- 
nalisation of language in our 
province. In other provinces, we 
find that Muslims have fully 
adopted their provincial lan- 
guages. In the literary world of 
Bengal, poet Nazrol-lslam is a 
shining star. L-arif Hussain 
Natwar is prominent among 
Hindi poets. The same is true of 
Gujarat also. But Punjab is 
unfortunate. Here, even Hindus 
and Sikhs are not united, leave 
alone the Muslims. 

Punjabi should have been the 
language of Punjab, like other 
provinces, but since this has 
not happened, as this can only 
be spontaneous development 
Muslims have adopted Urdu. J 

Then comes the turn of the 
Sikhs. Their entire literature is 
in the Guromukhi script. Hindi 
is very much there as a compo- 
nent. but Punjabi constitutes 
the main component. Therefore, 
the Sikhs adopted Punjabi writ- 
ten in Guromukhi as their lan- 
guage. They could not leave 
that at any cost. They embraced 
that by making it a communal 
language 

The Arya Samaj c-m Sfi 
the other side. Swami Davanand 
propagated the feeling for the 
spread of Hindi throughout 
Bharalvarsha. Hindi became a 
religious component of the Arya 
Samaj movement. The associa- 
tion with religion benefitted the 
language in on° way That is. 
while Sikh staunchness securt ) 
Punjabi, the insistence of Arya 
Samajis helped Hindi secure a 
place of its own. 

In the early days of the .Arya 
Samaj movement, the Sikhs and 
Arya Samajis used to call reli- 
gious gatherings at the same 
place. At that time they had no 
feeling of being different, but 
afterwards, a few sentences of 
Satyartha Prakash caused mal- 
ice and mutual hatred. The 
Sikhs, carried away by the same 
stream, started hating even 
Hindi in their tum as well. Oth- 
ers did not take even notice of 
it. 

Afterwards, it is said, an Arya 
Samaji leader, Mahatma Hans- 
rajji, held consultations with 
many leaders and proposed 
that if they would accept the 
Hindi script, he would get the 
Punjabi langauge in Hindi 
script, recognised in the Univer- 
sity. But they could not under- 
stand the importance of this 
proposal Irecause of their 
narrow-mindedness and 

absence of literary awareness. 

At this moment, three views 
prevail in Punjab. There is a 
strong preference for Urdu 
among the Muslims; for Hindi 
among the Aiya Samajis and 
certain other Hindus; and for 
Punjabi. 

Continued on page 13. col 1 


12 20 March-4 April 1987 




r-The 

~Forum 

Gazette 


Continued from page 12. col 5 

Urdu In Punjab? 

Indian languages and scripts 
prevail in the rest of India In 
such a situation, should we get 
absolutely isolated from India 
by propagating Urdu in Punjab? 
No. And the most pertinent 
point is that, among Muslim 
writers, the staunch supporters 
of Urdu write highly Pcrsianised 
Urdu Muslim newspapers like 
Zamindar and Siyasat reveal a 
strong .Arabic influence which is 
quite incomprehensible to 
common people. How can it be 
propagated in such a situation? 
VVe wish our Muslim brothers, 
while sticking to their religion, 
would think of lndianising 
themselves like Kamal the Turk. 
India s salvation is possible only 
that way Instead of making 
langauge a communal issue, we 
should adopt a wider 
perspective. 

IVe will now turn to the prob- 
lem of Hindi and Punjabi. Many 
idealists entertain a vision of 
this world as one single nation, 
one global nation. This ideal is 
beautiful and one should keep 
it before oneself. But this can- 
nr >t be achieved today, all the 

I steps, all our efforts should 
be directed towards the 
enhancement of happiness bv 
uniting all nationalities, coun- 
tries and nations into one 
strong bond But first, we have 
to realise that ideal in our own 
country VVe have to adopt one 
|angauie one script one litera- 
ture one irie.ii Mill VVtW- 1VA1VW 
but the adoption of a single 
language precedes all the other 
unities, so that we can com- 
municate with and comprehend 
each other. A Punjabi and a 
Madrasi must not sit together 
mute at a gathering, but try to 
communicate their ideas and 
emotion, and this should be 
done in our own langauge. 
Hindi, rather than in an alien 
language like English. F.vcn this 
Heal will take year s to be rea- 

bd. First of all, we should 
create literary awareness in this 
endeavour, not among a few hut 
in the masses. The peoples 
own langauge is essential for 
creating literaiy awareness 
among the people. On the basis 
of this logic, we say that you 
can succeed in Punjab only in 
the Punjabi language 

Till now, Ifrmjabi has not 
been able to become a literary 
language, and it is not even a 
language of the whole of Pun- 
jab. The popular language of 
Central Punjab, which is written 
in the Gurumukhi script, is now 
known as Punjabi. It is neither 
widely prevalent nor has any 
literary' or scientific significance. 
It was left unattended earlier, 
but even now the deficiency of 
its script disturbs those who are 
now attending to it All the 
words cannot be accurately 
written because of the lack of 
hulant iletter ending without 
the sound a i and its inability to 
write compound letters — even 
the word Pooma completei 
cannot be written. This ciipt is 
thus even more incomplete 
lharr Urdu, but when we 
already have a scientifindi 
script, why hesitate in adopt it? 
The Gurumukhi script is only- 
Hindi script. Bight from the 
start, the is and is 
here, and . , etc. are same. 

All the rules are the same. 


Then, how much will we be 
benefited by our immediate 
switchover to this. The Punjabi 
langauge will start developing 
immediately by adopting this 
perfect script And there is no 
problem in its propagation. 
Hindu women of Punjab already 
know' this script. The DAV 
schools and Sanatan Dharma 
schools teach only in Hindi 
VVhat can be the problem in 
such a situation? We shall plead 
with the supporters of Hindi 
that, ultimately and certainly, 
only Hindi will be the language 
of Bharat, but it will be more 
convenient to propagate it from 
now on. Punjabi will become 
like Hindi by adopting the Hindi 
script and then all the differen- 
ces will diappear: and it is 


desirable, too, that common 
people can he educated which 
is possible only through our 
own language, in our own 
script. See this Punjahi poem: O 
rahiva rahe jandva. sun ja 
gall men 

Sir to pag tenr balait dr, 
ihnun fuk muatara la. 
iO passer by. listen to me. 
Bum that foreign urba 
Which thou art wearing on 
thy head. 

and lake to Muatara I 
Even lyrical Hindi poems can- 
not cast an impression compar- 
able to this, as they have not vet 
acquired a place in the hearts 
of the people. They still seem 
somewhat alien. It is so because 
Hindi is based on Sanskrit. And 
Punjab has gone farther away 
from that. Persian has main- 
tained its dominance in Punjab 
to a large extent. For example, a 
collection of things becomes 


that the Punjabi langauge lacks 
sweetness, beauty and emo- 
tions. This is absolutely base- 
less. Only recently, the sweet- 
ness of this song hypnotised 
Kavindra Ravindra: 

Lachhiye. jitthe tu pani 
doliya. 

Ullhe ug pave sandal de 
boote. 

tO Lachhi. where you had 
spilt water, 

Sandalwood trees have 
sprouted! 

and he started translating: O 
lachhi where thou spilt water, 
etc., etc. 

Many more examples can be 
cited Is the following cou- 
plet in the least inferior to 
the poems of any other 
language? 


Pi pal de pattya re kehi 
khadkhad layee ae. 

Patte jhade purane hun rut 
navayan dr aayee ae. 
i Pi pal leaves, why are you 
making noise? 

The old leaves have fallen 
and the season for new 
leaves has come.l 

And when a Punjabi is sitting 
alone or in the group, will any 
other language move him to the 
extent that these lines of Gau- 
har can: 

Lam lakkhan to karnran de 
shah vekhe 

,Va musaSran koi udhar 
denda. 

Oine raatin jinhan de kuch 
dere, 

Na unhan de thain koi itbar 
denda: 

Bhauren bahande gulan di 
vasana fe 


Na sappan de muhan te koi 
pyar denda, 

Gauhar same salook han 
jyuadva de 

Movan giyan un tar koi \isar 
denda. 

1 1 have seen armies of lakhs 
of milhonaires. Noone gives 
loan to passers-by who never 
stay, never reside at one 
place. No one trusts them. 
Black-beetles sit on flowers 
because of their smell. No 
one lavishes love on the 
hoods of snakes. 0 Gauhar, 
good behaviour and welcome 
is for those who are alive, 
but everyone says good-bve 
at the time of death.l 
And again; 

Jeev jyudiyan nu kvon mama 
ae 

Jckar nahin tu moyan nu 
jiaun ioga, 

Ghar aaye sawali nu kvon 
ghuma ae 

Jekar na/tin tu hatthin khair 
paun ioga: 

Mile dilan nu kvon \ichho- 
dana ae 

Jekar nahin tu bichhadyan 
nu milaun ioga, 

Gauhar barhiya rakh band 
khaane 

Jekar nahin tu nekiyan 
kamaun joga. 

i Why kill living beings when 
you are not able to bring the 
dead back to life? Why do 
you stare at the beggar who 
has come to vour door when 
vou are not able to give him 
something? Why break the 
union of hearts if you are not 
able to re unite hearts that 
are separated? 0 Gauhar, if 
you cannot do good to oth- 
ers, then keep your good 
tbod and mom closed. I 
And nowadays hrttUinrif poets 
like Dard, Mastana. and Dewar is 
are enriching Punjahi poetry. 

It is a pity that such a sweet, 
and captivating language has 
not been adopted even by the 
Punjabis themselves. They still 
refuse: and this is the crux of 
the problem. Everyone backs his 
arguments on the basis of reli- 
gious conviction. The only prob- 
lem concerning the language 
and script of Punjab is to 
remove this obstruction, but the , 
hope lies in the increasing liter- 
ary awareness among the Sikhs. 
Hindus also have it. Why not all 
wellmeaning people decide by 
mutual deliberations? This is 
the only way to arrive at a solu- 
tion. The question can be 
attended to by renouncing reli- 
gious considerations. It should 
be attempted accordingly and 
the recognition of the Punjabi 
language should be sought fh)m 
the Punjab University by 
improving the language of a 
journal like Prem of Amritsar. 
This will resolve the problem. 
After the elimination of this irri- 
tant, Punjab will have such 
beautiful and 'quality literature 
that Punjabi too, will also be 
counted among the good lan- 
guages of India. 


Theatre 
Of The 
Absured 
In J&K 

Continued from page 16, col 5 

Rajiv Gandhi also appeared to 
be revising his uncompromising 
attitude against the dissolution 
of the State Assembly before the 
completion of its frill term in 
1989. Addressing a delegation of 
the State Congress headed by 
Mangat Ram, the Assemby 
Speaker, on November 2nd, he 
advised them to co-operate with 
N.C., and end a three year old 
phase of bitter hostility between 
the two parties. 

The same day the Cabinet 
Committee on Political Affairs 
gave the go-ahead for adminis- 
trative arrangements to install 
Farooq Abdullah as the Chief 
Minister. It was declared that 
the Assembly, then in animated 
suspension, would be reacti- 
vated, and a popular govern- 
ment installed. There would lie 
co-operation between N.C. IFI 
and Congress HI. the two would 
not contest against each other 
and would work out a formula 
to share seats. This proposal 
almost amounted to the merger 
of the two parties. 

A Fluid Political 
Situation 

Rajiv Gandhi gave his seal of 
approval to the accord publicly 
■Mttiiwv he and Abdullah 
addressed a pubfrv tt.KrwEeig 
under strict security, at Iqbal 
Park in Srinagar on November 6. 
This was Rajiv's first visit to the 
State after becomig P.M. in 
November 1984. Congress and 
N.C. workers tried to 
Out flag" each other at this 
meeting but the red N.C. flags 
outnumbered the others and a 
scuffle forced Congressmen into 
the press enclosure, where 
some of their leaders were sit- 
ting, virtually occupying the 
whole enclosure. Rajiv and 
Farooq clasped each other's 
hands and held them for a 
good while, symbolizing their 
unity. They referred to their 
accord as the harbinger of a 
new era. 






cheezan here instead of chee- 
zain. This principle prevails 
throughout. What is being 
emphasised here is that Hindi, 
in spite of being close to Pun- 
jabi: is still far frthe Punjabi 
heart Of course. Punjabi will 
come closer to Hindi when it 
will adopt the Hindi script and 
attempt creating its literature. 

By now almost every major 
issue has been discussed here 
Only one thing remains to be 
said now'. Many people argue 
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“In that case what would you 
say about the nature of Josh’s 
poetry’’ she enquired. 

"Josh was a master of diction 
ary," said Majaz. • 


M ajaz, the great urdu poet. 

was fairly drunk when, 
explaining the nature of his poe- 
try to a woman admirer, he said, 
“I am a master of diction." 


THERE was a king who was 
keen to know how his subjects 
were living. He used to move about 
in plain clothes with his prime min 
ister to do this. 

During one such trip the king 
went very far. He was very hungry 
and thirsty. He saw a Jat’s garden 
full of tempting melons 
The king asked the Jat if he would 
sell the melons 

"No”, replied the Jat, "they are not 
for sale." 

“Then what will you do with them? 
Surely you will not eat all these 
melons yourself," said the king. 


The Jat replied. ‘‘They are for the 
king. I am going to present my 
melons to the king " 

Now the king and his minister 
were in plain doihes. The Jat did 
not recognise them. The king was 
a bit disappointed by the Jat’s ref 
usal to sell him the melons. In dis 
gust he said, “You are sure to 
present these melons to the king?" 
“Yes sir," replied the Jat. 

"And supposing he does not 
accept them?” 

"Then he can go to hell," the Jat 
said bluntly. 

The king did not say anything. 


After some time the Jat visited the 
king with the melons. He recog- 
nised the king. 

The king said, "Well farmer, you 
have brought these melons for 
me?” 

"Yes, Your Majesty” 

"And supposing 1 do not accept 
them?" 

“Then sir," replied the Jat shyly, 
"you already know the answer." 

The king had a hearty laugh at 
the ready wit of the Jat and he gave 
the Jat a handsome reward for the 
melons. • 
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Laughing With Our Humour Master 

Avtar Singh Judge 


A pot-bellied politician of Amrit- 
sar went on a tour of the 
city on foot. When he got tired 
he stopped a tongawalla and 
said, “How much for taking me 
to the Golden temple.’? 

"One rupee sir," said the ton 
gawalla. “I will give you seventy 
five paisa. That is what I always 


give," said the politician while 
patting his protruding belly The 
tongawalla examined the bulk of 
the passenger and said, "O.K. 
But my request to you is that 
you should avoid showing your 
self to my horse. I don't want 
the poor animal to know what il 
is in for !’’ 


T wo teachers happened to 
pass in front of Birla’s house. 
Commenting on his uncountable 
wealth, one of them said, “1 
wonder if anyone knows exactly 
how rich Birla is?" 

The other one said, “That I 
don’t know. But I do know this 
much that if I had all the Birla 
wealth, I would be richer than 
him." 

"Come off it I How can that 
be?" said the first one in 
surprise. 

“Well, I would keep giving tui- 
tion on the side anyway", was 
his confident reply. 

K anhaiya Lai Kapoor, the 
famous Urdu satirist once 
got annoyed with a man and 
said, “Damn it, I always thought 
that you were a decent man !" 

"Same here. That is what I 
always thought about you !" 
retorted the man.“You were 
absolutely right,” confessed Ka 


poor and added, "It was I who 
had this misconception all the 
time". 

A n intellectual wfm was .> 
great admirer of India's pasi 
came up with this one: "The 
other day when I was having my 
place in the village dug up to 
raise my house, I found thal the 
labourer had uncovered electric 
wires which according to my 
reckoning were at least 3000 
years old." He gave a pause and 
added, "which shows our coun 
try had electricity even at thal 
time!” 

On hearing this, Firaq Gorkh 
pun, the famous Urdu poet, 
brightened up and said, "You 
seem to be hundred percent 
right. You know when I had the 
foundation dug up for my house 
I found no electric wires." He 
loo then paused and added, 
“That shows India also had wiie- 
less in those days !” • 


W hat can I do foi you " the 
poet asked the strangers 
who were waiting for him at his 
door. 

"We are trying to collect wha 
lever we can for the city 
orphanage. We request you to 
do whatever you can to help 
us, "said one ol the volunteers 
The poet pointed at his two 
children who were playing out 
side his house and said without a 
moment’s hesitation. "You can 


lake them to your orphanage it 
you like !” 

A student approached a pn 
grescive writer and asked 
him to explain i he meaning of 
Capual and Labour. 

"If yon give rupees, those ten 
rupees will be your capital,” said 
the writei 

"And Idbout . what is it?" 
“The effort that you will have 
to make to get your money back 
'" replied the writer. 


W hen the famous Urdu poet 
Josh Malihabadi was appoi- 
nted chief editor of the monthly 
magazine ‘Aajkal’ brought out by 
the Government of India, one of 
his old friends asked him, "Josh 
Sahib, how do you feel alter join- 
ing government service?" 

Josh looked as if he had swal- 
lowed something biller and said. 
"You tell me yourself, how 
would a lion feel if he was har- 
nessed to a tonga?" 
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Farooq Romps Back 

Continued from page 1. col 2 


stage and who delivered the 
longest and dullest speech of the 
imoming. The people did not like 
‘ it. But instead ot expressing their 
feelings against Kar and the Con- 
gress,' a few young men in the 
audience told me that they did 
not appreciate Farooq, because 
he had become a hereditary' 
ruler. They y also castigated him 
for his high-flying image of being 
iHIld Of file Bombay life The se 
young men were also sure ffi.it 
an attempt would be made to rig 
certain results. If this happens . 
they said we will turn Kashmir 
into something worse than 
Punjab. 

Another 'Double -Farooq' 

In the helicopter and out of it, 
as we traversed the valley south- 
wards, eastwards and westwards 
taking in the constituencies ol 
I’ahalgam. Anantnag. Baramulla. 
including hamlets like Doru, 
Shangaz. Fakirpura and towns 
and villages situated near the 
VVular lake, another brand of 
'Double Farooq came into 
action. An informal and amiable 
Farooq in the plane; an intem- 
perate and intolerant Farooq at 
the hustings. At every meeting he 
praised Rajjv Gandhi to the skies, 
promising the people that the 
accord would bring finance and 
prosperity via New Delhi. Not- 
withstanding the Centre's black 
retord in Punjab and the P M s 
own nose-diving credibility for- 
having mistreated the President 
and then misinforming parlia- 
ment. Just as he was euphoric 
about Rajiv Gandhi, he was 


viding drinking water facili- 
ties to cover all villages; 

— To ensure democratic func- 
tioning of the Constitution of 
the State; 

— To ensure de centralisation of 
political and economic 
power' by' evolving suitable 
Panchayati System; 

— To provide for re-structured 
and mure effective anti- 
defection laws, to provide for 
clean and value-based 
politics; 

There Is Still Hope 

II Farooq Abdullah can un- 
derstand, and il iic ran make 
the rest ol the nation unders- 
tand that to he a good Indian, 
he must be seen by Kashmiris 
as a good Kashmiri first then 
there is still hope. He must also 
desist tram being carried away 
In tht! rhetoric of xenophobia 
that is sweeping across the 
Hindi heartland of this country. 
A good deal though trot all ol 
the MCI' phenomenon is like 
the Khalistan Syndrome in Pun- 
jab. In part propped up by the 
Centre and in part an angry 
reaction against attempts to 


bv working overtime in the ser- 
vice of the people who are 
strengthening the Party and in 
the bargain the recent Accord. 

We. therelore renew our 
Pledge to:— 

F.nsurc speedily the building 
of an ecological and pulluti- 
onfrce ethos in our State to 
preserve and further build up 
its Paradise quality; 

To develop further tourist pla- 
ces and open up new areas to 
attract domestic and interna- 
tional tourism; 

— To complete implementation 
of Agrarian eforms and have 
consolidation ofland 
initiated, s will enable quan- 
tum ofland-pool to be finally 
identified so that land distri- 
bution among landless and 
agricultural labour is taken 
up: — To encourage devel- 
opment of village industiy 
and marketing of its 
products, 

— To increase facilities in the 
State for science education 
particularly in rural areas: 

— To further consolidate the 
fruit industiy in the State. 

— To Provide for free legal aid 
and protection to people in 
backward areas and also to 
make provision for special 
legal eliniv s for women and 
poor in such areas; 

To complete projects for pro- 


hrovvbenl the peoples democra- 
tic aspirations into submission 
Farooq must not fall into the 
trap of treating all Mi l sup- 
porters as Pakistani agents 
Comnuinalism and fundamen- 
talism will have to he fought 
politically not with the big 
slick, liven the Mir Waiz. the 
religious head of Srinagar who 
has given political support to 
(he alliance believes that the 
Ml F must lie challenged on the 
political Iron! 

File fundamentalist groups 
were routed in the 83 elections 
Ibis time more important than 
the five seals they have won is 
the shaiv of the total votes they 
have managed to collect 125-30% 
in about 15 constituencies!. 

In an interview with me. I)i 
Abdullah emphasised that he 
was determined In cany iut 
decentralization on the 
Karnataka pattern He was also 
keen to set up a think-tank ol 
people from the test of the 
country to interact with the 
state s politicians and 
bureaucrats in a hill to evolve a 
blueprint (or Maya Kashmir 
There is hope still if Farooq and 
the National t.onlerence can 
evert their Kashmiri identity 
and not compromise to tail in 
with the low level of nationalist 
politics which ajiv Gandhi 
Symbolises today • 


unnecessarily aggressive against 
the Muslim United Front and its 
supporters. He look every oppor- 
tunity to remind the Front's 
leaders and supporters that their 
religion-based fundamentalism 
had no place in Kashmir, that he 
would either open the doors of 
Pakistan for them or send them 
packing to jail after the elections. 

The attendance at Farooq s 
mcc tinas was average hut the 
enthusiasm that existed in S3 
was noticeably absent. His cha- 
risma was still there, but it failed 
to combine emotion and political 
appeal into a voice which could 
be recognised as Kashmiri in 
essence. 


Public Meeting: 
Sher-i-Kashmir Park 


On 18th March a combined 
National CoiifereneqCongress-l 
meeting was held in Srinagar s 
fashionable Residency Road area, 
at the (iher-i Kashmir park. I he 
meeting could not Lie held at 
Iqbal Park, where a lai-ger crowd 
could have amassed and thus 
endangered Ihe P.M's security. A 
iacklustun* P M addressed an 
unenthusiastic crowd, which 
had to be repeatedly prompted 
hy Farooq Abdullah to clap and 
raise slogans in support of Ihe 
P.M and the accord with his 
party 

Tlie people listened to the P.M. 
in disneliefas he claimed that his 
party, the Congress was the only 
party in the countiy, with a 
record for protecting minority 
communities. They listened 


noinic direction could help the 
Kashmiri people to make pro- 
gress in a federal India with self- 
rcSpect, with their democratic 
rights intact and with greater 
regard to distributive justice and 
balanced economic development. 

From the Manifesto 

We pledged to do certain 
things in our Election Manifesto 
of 1983. All know vvhal happened 
after the elections. Our party fell 
prev to wavering loyalties and 
vicious defections of some 
opportunist power-hungry' ele- 
ments, Dreary days followed 
Peoples faith in the democratic 
process, however sustained us 
all during the struggle for resto- 
ration of democracy Our pledge 
to dissolve the Assembly pol- 
luted hy defections became cap- 
able of being redeemed due to 
the singleminded struggle waged 
hy the people of our State. In the 
testing times ahead we are now 
pledged to win hack for the peo- 
ple their right to choose their 
accredited representatives, for 
goverance of the State through 
free and fair elections We pledge 
also to make up lor the lost days 


incredulously as he sermonised 
on the need for secular forces to 
unite and isolate fundamentalist 
communal groups His remarks, 
directed against, the MUF, had a 
strange impact on a people who 
knew that only the day before Ihe 
same P M . leader of Ihe same 
party. had toured the stale of 
Kerala sharing platforms with 
the same kind ol tones and 
groups he was now trying' to 
lambasl It was an unconvincing 
performance which lacked con- 
fidence. conviction or credibility. 
Many wen* saddenetl while oth- 
ers wen* angry, that Farooq 
Abdullah should have allowed 
himself to be so closely clubbed 
with a political novice whose 
charisma character and reputa- 
tion wen* .it an all time low in the 
rest of tin* i ountrv. 


Alliance Manifesto 


Even though the Yt’.-Cun 
gress-l election manifesto was 
replete with a good deal of drib- 
ble about 1987 being a turning 
point in our liistoiy and our 
dynamic Prime Minister today 
sounds the voice ol sanity in an 
otherwise nuclear mad world 
it might still not lie too late 
for Farooq and the National Con- 
ference to redeem their fading 
image in the valley There is 
enough in the manifesto, which 
it given a clear political and ecu- 


to Power 
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Theatre Of The Absured In J&K-II 


Farooq Abdul 
lah s total frus- 
tration was ex- 
pressed at l ho 
fourth death 
anniversary of 
Sheikh Abdul- 
lah on August 
t). 11)86 celebrated at Muiahid 
Manzil. He declared that July 2, 
1984 was the day when both 
the State and the Indian consti- 
tutions had been perverted and 
it would go down as the black- 
est day in the history of the 
connin’. Emotions were highly 
surcharged. Again hartal was 
declared on September 9 when 
a cricket match between India 
and Australia was to be played 
in Srinagar. Paramilitary forces 
had to fire two rounds to dis- 
perse an agitating mob at Navv- 
pora. That evening the city 
resounded with the bursting of 
crackers celebrating India s 
defeat. Addressing a public 
meeting at Jama Masjid on Sep- 
tember 12, Mirwaiz Farooq 
pointed out the contradictions 
in the Prime Minister's state- 
ment, that be was not inter- 
ested in installing a Congress! I) 
government in the State, and 

lIlB blclltf iltlli tl& Ilf flip 

Ministers, Mufti anil Culani 
Nabi Azad. that the Centre s 
option of forming a govern- 
ment was open. Abdullah's con- 
tinued dialogue with the P.M., 
the Mirwaiz said, added to the 
prevailing confusion. He ex- 
pressed the public demand to 
have a fresh poll and asked for 
the release of all political and 
religious leaders. 

As if in response to these 
challenges. Rajiv Gandhi again 
sent several leaders as emissar- 
ies for an on the spot assess- 
ment of the situation. These 
included Arjun Singh, N.K.P. 
Salve, and two 

sons of the soil', T.N. Haul and 
P.N. Dhar. All of them advised 
the formation of a popular- 
government as the only solution 
to the political stalemate. But 
the Centre remained uncon- 
vinced, and as it failed to for- 
mulate any clear policy, the 
situation in the State was 
allowed to drift. 

Wages of Drift 

On September 29, addressing 
a convention of the Indian Fed 
eration of Working Journalists 
in Srinagar. Dr Abdullah, in the 
presence of Maulvi Farooq. Mir 
Qasim, Jag Mohan and about 
500 journalists from all over the 
country, indicated that he was 
prepared to wait for the restora- 
tion of popular government. He 
declared that Rajiv Gandhi 
wanted to recaste his Kashmir 
olicy, but was being misled by 
is coteries, and that the Con- 
gress HI was responsible for the 
imposition of President's rule. 
He attacked the Governor out- 
right, declaring that funds were 
being poured into the State to 
'justify' Governors rule. Others, 
spoke after him, including the 
Governor, who said that he was 
attending the convention as a 


reader of the press. He refuted 
some of the allegations, saving 
that no person challenging the 
accession of the State to India 
had any claim to invoke the 
fundamental freedoms guaran- 
teed under the Indian constitu- 
tion. He also justified detention 
under the Public Safety Aeon. 
He was the final speaker, but 
his detractors had already left 
bv that time. 

M.U.F. Deadline 

Political organizations, mainly 
M.U.F , had fixed September 25 
as the deadline for the release 
of leaders detained under the 
Public Safety Act, failing which, 
they called for a bandh and 
blackout from September 26 
onwards. This bandh proved to 
be an unprecedented success, 
both in Srinagar and other 
major towns of the valley, 
because people felt that they 
were being enslaved by the 
Centre, first under the Gover- 
nor, and then under President s 
rule. The police had to burst 
tear gas shells in the downtown 
area of Srinagar city. Mob vio- 
lence following the arrest of 
some members of Jamal-e- 
Islami resulted in the imposi- 
tluu ut !, i, ti.n i ,n l, rui-few in 
Baramullah .Armed nut puttee, 
backed by the B.S.F and C.R.P.F, 
took position all over the city, 
which appeared to be under 
siege. Earlier, the ban on 
animal slaughter ban on on 
August 27 because of Jana- 
mashtami, had put an already 
agitated people into an explo- 
sive mood. This ban, preval- 
ent during Dogra rule as a 
routine onler, was even then, 
routinely ignored. But the 
Governor's excessive zeal put 
a tremendous sain on the 
Kashmir link with India, and 
the tolerant communal 
psyche of the largest Muslim 
populated state of the 
country. 

"Double Farooq" Divided 

The personal wrung lings of 
leaders of various political par- 
ties were reflected in the rela- 
tionship of Farooq Abdullah 
and Mirwaiz Farooq. In the pre- 
vious Assembly elections, they 
had worked together. Double 
Farooq was the slogan, which 
put an end to the decades old 
acrimony between the two par- 
ties, National Conference 'Sheri 
and Muslim Conference iBakrai. 
But now this were changing. 

The formal candidature of 
Mufti to the Rajya Sabha from 
the State was announced on 
October 3. (Polls were to Ik* held 
on October 151 Later in the day, 
on October 3, Mirwaiz Farooq, 
addressing the Friday congrega- 
tion at Jama Masjid. questioned 
the propriety of filling this 
vacant seat from the State on 
the strength of a discredited 
assembly, which had lost its 
representative character, as well 
as the people s confidence fol- 
lowing unprecedented defec- 
tions and suspensions. Such 
action also denied the demo- 
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era tic rights of the people, 
exposed the partisan and petty 
interests of the Congress and 
the total mood of servitude that 
had gripped the N.C. leadership. 
He said that all this added up 
to contempt of the Rajya Sabha 
itself. 

But no one listened to these 
bonafide cries coming from the 
people, who, in utter bisbeliel. 
faced the realization that no 
one cared either about their 
sentiments or national interests. 
Round the clock curfew in Sri- 
nagar and Sopore. a toll of four 
dead and nearly 100 injured, 
and the fact that Abdullah was 
touring troubled Punjab Ifom 
October 1 to 5, while the Valley 
was gripped with fear, made it 
obvious that the N C. and Con- 
gress ill were more interested in 
the Rajya Sabha seat than in 
solving the Stale's acute politi- 
cal crisis. The wooden Mehjoor 
Bridge was set on fire in the 
early hours of October 8. The 
growing unpopularity of Presi- 
dent's rule was all too evident. 
This possibly compelled the 
Cabinet Committee on Political 
Affairs to discuss the law and 
order situation in the Valley, so 
that some decisions could be 
taken before the P M. left for his 
turn tiutUtii tour on fti-tnlier 13 

Mirwaiz Speaks Out 

On October 10, addressing 
the Friday congregation, Mir- 
vvaiz Farooq condemned the 
subversive and communal activ- 
ities indulged in by some indi- 
viduals. and advised his 
audience that these should not 
be clubbed with the genuine, 
peaceful and constitutional 
struggles of the people He was 
intrigued, he said, by the 
silence maintained by the Cen- 
iral and N.C (Fi leadership, He 
was convinced that vested 


interests were cashing in on the 
Centre's ambiguous policies 
and attempts were being made 
to seize power by hook or by 
crook. He criticized the N.C. (Ft 
leadership for not rising to the 
expectations of the people after 
the death of Sheikh Mohammad 
Abdullah and for giving indirect 
support to the imposition of 
undemocratic President's rule. 
He also recommended applica- 
tion of Article 249 on the State 
constitution, amendment the 
Public Safety- Act as well as 
enactment of scores of laws. He 
expressed hopes for a non- 
partisan, non-political and clean 
administration. 

A subversive group of about 
20 young, men calling 
themselves 

Victory Commandos , believed 
to be connected with the recent 
bomb hlasts in the city, and 
writing threatening letters to 
the minority community, was 
discovered on October 19. Most 
of them belonged to the city, a 
few to Sopore. They were possi- 
bly involved with smashing 
lights during the blackout, and 
in burning the Mehjoor and 
Bamina bridges. It was a perfect 
example of how a small band of 
misdirected elements could 
hold a city or town to ransom 
anil r,ii ip tut, -it failure of law 
and order After then arrest, no 
incidents of anti people activity 
and arson etc, were reported. 

Accord With Centre 

On October 27, Abdullah 
arrived in Delhi for his third 
round of talks with the Cen- 
tre. Before leaving Srinagar 
he assured a convention of 
the J&K Khatri Welfare Asso- 
ciation that he would set up a 
commission of enquiry if he 
came to power. Obviously 
this third round was to be 


decisive, and the controver- 
sial statements he had been 
feeding the public and press 
between the talks, might have 
been just to hoodwink and 
allow the rank and file of the 
N.C (F), Which was averse to a 
coalition with Congress II), to 
gradually come round to its 
acceptance. He was expected 
to chair the N.C.(F), Working 
Committee meet in Srinagar 
on October 28 and to put the 
Centre’s proposal before it 
Instead, he took a pilgrimage 
to Ajmer Sharif, possibly for 
blessings and courage. The 
Working Committee met in 
his absence and discussed 
the formation of an interim 
government of itself and the 
State unit of the Congress Hi, 
the pre-condition being that 
fresh elections, whenever 
held, would he with an elec- 
toral adjustment between the 
two parties. But the N.C. IF) 
Working Committee still hesi- 
tated, and did not give Abdul- 
lah full authority to negotiate 
on these terms. 

Arriving in Srinagar by a 
special BSF plane on October 
31, Abdullah gave the impres- 
sion of being chief minister 
designate. At the airport, he 
declared dial "My battle is 
nearly over." Asked if there 
wus any snag, he pointed 
towards the members of ihp 
Working Committee, and said 
if there was any, it was here! 
A meeting of the Working 
Committee was held at (he 
residence of his mother, 
Begam Akbar Jahan, M.P., 
N.C. (FI with Rajesh Pilot, 
Najma Heptullah and A.K. 
Antony as Congress II) repre- 
sentatives, all participating, as 
if to protect the bridegroom! 

Continued on page 13, col 5 
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